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8th Grade Language Arts Syllabus 
Reading and English 

Glenda Comfort 
735-4560 

glendacomfort@mooreschools.com 
www.mooreschools.com/glendacomfort  

Shelly Durham 
735-4560 ▪ 209-6324 (cell) 

shellydurham@mooreschools.com 
www.mooreschools.com/shellydurham 

Tina Grooms 
735-4560 

tinagrooms@mooreschools.com 
www.mooreschools.com/tinagrooms 

Alicia Lacy (Utley) 
735-4560 ▪ 370-6794 (cell) 
aliciautley@mooreschools.com 
www.mooreschools.com/alicialacy 

Objectives 

The goal of Central Junior High’s 8th grade language arts team is to promote literacy by encouraging 

students to become thoughtful and confident readers, writers, speakers, listeners, and viewers of various 

media. Our hope is that students enjoy writing, develop a lifelong love of reading, experience a variety 

of genres, and utilize both reading and writing to overcome challenges and achieve goals. 

Methods of Instruction 

Since students construct knowledge in multiple ways, we embrace a variety of teaching methods, 

including oral and silent reading, independent writing, discussion, lecture, individual assignments, and 

group activities. Within one lesson, we might integrate any and/or all of these. 

Classroom Expectations 

The following expectations will be reviewed and posted in the classroom to guide us at all times: 

Do the Right thing and remember the five Rs:  

RESPECT yourself, others, and classroom materials. 

Be READY for class. 

REASON. Think! Use your entire three pounds of brain matter. 

Be RESPONSIBLE for YOU. 

REACH to overcome challenges and find success. 

Plan of Study 

Each semester students will engage in learning opportunities that challenge them in developing their 

multiple literacies. Our in-class focus will be on reading both literature and literary nonfiction texts; 

writing in multiple modes (in particular: narrative, informative, and argumentative); grammar in 

context; research; and speaking and listening.  

   

 First Semester:  The Challenge of Heroism & The Challenge of Society 

 Writing—developing ideas, voice, and organization  

 Extended Texts—The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton, The Giver by Lois Lowry 

 

Second Semester:  The Challenge of Oppression & The Challenge of History 
 Writing—developing sentence fluency, diction, and presentation 

 Extended Texts—The Diary of Anne Frank (play), dramatized by Frances Goodrich and Albert 

Hackett, Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James L. Swanson 

We highly recommend students purchase their own copies of our extended texts. This will allow them to 

take notes in the text and review and read outside of class. We will have copies of The Outsiders, The 

Giver, and Chasing Lincoln’s Killer available for purchase while supplies last. 
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Policies and Procedures 

Grading 

Grades will be determined as a percentage of total points accumulated on class work and homework, 

including Writer’s Notebook, Reading for Pleasure, quizzes, tests, projects, and class participation. 

The number of points allotted for each assignment will vary according to difficulty and duration. 

These percentages will be measured according to the Moore Public Schools grading scale: 

       100-90=A      89-80=B     79-70=C     69-60=D    59-0=F 

Tardies 

Tardies will be handled according to Central Junior High’s Tardy Policy, which states the first tardy 

will result in a warning; the second, one detention; and the third, two detentions. Fourth and 

subsequent tardies will result in office referral. It is important to note that every two tardies equals 

one unexcused absence. 

Late Work 

In the interest of being fair and encouraging responsibility, late work will be accepted 

through attendance at Central Junior High’s Saturday School Program. 

Make-Up Work 

Students are responsible for all make-up work due to absences. Upon their return, students should 

follow the class make-up work procedures, which will be reviewed and posted in both the classroom 

and on the teacher web page. 

Homework 

AT-HOME WRITING. Unless otherwise noted, students have a weekly homework assignment with 

the Writer’s Notebook. This assignment is meant to be meaningful practice to help build fluency in 

both writing and reading. Since students learn to write by WRITING, their weekly homework 

includes making sure they have filled three pages in the Response section by each Friday. There 

will be many writing opportunities during class, so the time spent at home may not take that long. In 

addition, once a week, students are to write in their Writer’s Notebook about their At-Home 

reading.  

 

AT-HOME READING. Students learn to read and to be better writers by READING. Students 

should be reading independently at home at least 30 minutes a night from a variety of genres.  To 

help build reading fluency and prepare them for difficult texts, 8th grade students are expected to 

read 30 books. A Genre Chart will be kept in their Writer’s Notebook to help keep track of titles 

read. 
 

Please sign and return the Receipt of Syllabus and Academic Check List verifying you have a copy of 

this syllabus. Thank you! 

 


