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Central Junior High 8th-Grade Summer Reading 2017 
  

Whenever you read a good book, somewhere in the world a door opens to allow in more light. 
–Vera Nazarian 

 

Learning to read books for pleasure opens doors of discovery and, research shows, is critical for 

student success in all academic areas. Reading for pleasure increases fluency, comprehension, 

vocabulary, and sense of sentence structure, along with the abilities to infer, visualize, and make 

connections.  
  

Moore Public Schools is providing a Summer Reading Kit with five fiction novels*. You are required 

to read two (2) books from the Summer Reading Kit. Your other reading may come from books in the 

kit, or Young Adult literature of your choice. For those of you reading more than the two required 

books, feel free to choose other genres like memoir and other nonfiction / informative titles. At least two 

books must be read over the summer, but studies show that if you read at least five (5), you are more likely to 

maintain the fluency and comprehension gains you achieved over the previous school year.  

Summer Reading Assignment: 
✓ Read at least two (2) books this summer from your Summer Reading Kit provided by MPS. 

✓ If you read more, you may choose from the Summer Reading Kit or other books. 

✓ As you finish each book, complete the information on the back of this form. 
✓ Inside your Summer Reading Kit, you will find a Summer Reading Journal and activity pages. 

Complete at least ONE page per book from the Journal or the set of activity pages. 

✓ The books you read over the summer will count toward your overall 8th-grade Reading Goal 

during the school year.
 

 

*Students who attended CJH during the 2016-17 school year participated in the “Share a Book” program in May.  

They chose a book from their Summer Reading Kit to give to an upcoming 7th grader along with a personal letter of 

encouragement. 

 

If you have questions, please contact any of our 8th-grade Language Arts teachers over the summer:  
 

Glenda Comfort 

glendacomfort@mooreschools.com   

Shelly Durham  

shellydurham@mooreschools.com 

Paula McCullough 

paulamccullough@mooreschools.com 

Alicia Perry 

aliciaperry@mooreschools.com 

Jody Reed 

jodyreed@mooreschools.com  

Jennifer Smart 

jennifersmart@mooreschools.com 

Jenni Walker 

jenniwalker@mooreschools.com 

Summer Reading Kit*  Reading for Pleasure 
 

1. Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie  

by Jordan Sonnenblick 

2. The Great Greene Heist 
By Varian Johnson 

3. My Life as a Gamer 

by Janet Tashjian 

4. One Crazy Summer 
 by Rita Williams-Garcia 

5. Return to Sender 

by Julia Alvarez 

The most important consideration when 

Reading for Pleasure is for students to 

choose books and novels they care about. 

Many awards given to YAL novels are based 

on appeal to young and reluctant readers. 

Therefore, you might be interested in 

checking out the award lists found at 

www.ala.org/yalsa or the 8th-grade 

Suggested Summer Reading Titles on CJH 

Website’s Summer Reading Announcement. 
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Fill in the information below and return this page to your Reading teacher at the beginning of the 

school year. If you need more space to write attach a sheet of notebook paper. 
**See the EXAMPLE below. 
 

Student Name________________________________________________________  
 

Book Title #1: _______________________________________________________________    

Author: _________________________________________ Date Finished: ________________ 
Gist Statement (Explain who wanted what where, what got in the way, and why does that matter.): 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Book Title #2: _______________________________________________________ 

Author: _________________________________________ Date Finished: ________________ 

Gist Statement (Explain who wanted what where, what got in the way, and why does that matter.): 
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Book Title #3: _______________________________________________________ 

Author: _________________________________________ Date Finished: ________________ 

Gist Statement (Explain who wanted what where, what got in the way, and why does that matter.): 

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Book Title #4: _______________________________________________________ 
Author: _________________________________________ Date Finished: ________________ 

Gist Statement (Explain who wanted what where, what got in the way, and why does that matter.): 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Book Title #5: _______________________________________________________ 

Author: _________________________________________ Date Finished: ________________ 

Gist Statement (Explain who wanted what where, what got in the way, and why does that matter.): 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

**EXAMPLE 

Book Title One (1): ___El Deafo___________________________________________    

Author: _____Cece Bell____________________________ Date Finished: ____June 20, 2017___ 

Gist Statement (Explain who wanted what where, what got in the way, and why does that matter.): 
Cece wants to make friends and fit in when she goes to a new school in a new town, but an illness caused her 
to go deaf and she has to wear an awkward hearing aid with wires and a big box that hangs around her neck. 
This causes Cece to feel different from the others and makes it hard for her to make friends. 


