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As you know, I’m Mrs. Lowe…& I’m thrilled that you are here!  I believe 

1st grade is a turning point in your child’s education! We are a TEAM 

this year!  It would be impossible for me to teach your child the 

fundamentals of reading & math without YOU!  I look forward to 

working with you to make your child’s 1st grade year successful!

• The purpose of this meeting tonight is to inform 

you about what to expect as a parent of a 

student in 1st grade this year.

• We will have a conference time to discuss 

specifically YOUR child’s academic as well as 

social progress at our fall conference time in 

October. 



•Please call the office and/or e-mail me with any 

changes in transportation. You may also write a 

note, but children often forget and leave things in 

backpacks even when I remind them.

•Please send backpacks to school EVERYDAY. It 

needs to be large enough to hold the B.E.A.R. 

binder and your child’s winter coat to help 

control the spread of head lice.



Keep a box of envelopes handy—never send 

money to school that is not in an envelope. Also, 

make sure that all envelopes are labeled with what 

the money is for including your child’s name and my 

name. We also have a wonderful way to monitor 

&/or pay for lunch money online. 

Our class is always in need of extra materials for 

craft projects. From time to time, I will let you 

know in our ―Peek of the Week- any specific 

items needed. If you are able to contribute 

anything we would greatly appreciate it!



Water Bottles
I encourage your child to bring a 

water bottle (with a lid). It is important 
to keep our brains hydrated so we 

can do our best work!



LATE ARRIVALS AND EARLY DISMISSALS 

Children entering after the beginning of school must report to the 
office before going to class. Tardiness disrupts the normal progression 
of classroom activities. Excessive tardies or early releases may result in 

disciplinary action being taken. 

It is recommended that parents leave their child in school all day; 
however, if you must check your child out early, parents must sign 

their child out in the office. The school is permitted to release a 
student only to the legal parent or guardian or person designated by 

the legal parent or guardian. Office staff will ask for ID’s.

For more in-depth information on our district policies,

Please visit the parent center page on our district website:

www.mooreschools.com

http://www.mooreschools.com/


Oklahoma State law requires school officials to keep attendance records and 
report excessive absences to the District Attorney’s office. Ten (10) unexcused 
absences within a semester constitutes excessive and thereby may be 
reported to the District Attorney’s office. Two (2) tardies constitutes one 
absence. A tardy is defined as a student not being in the classroom when the 
last bell has stopped ringing. Two early releases will constitute one absence. 
An early release is defined as a student leaving before the dismissal of school. 

Criteria for excused absences: 

1. Any medical treatment that is substantiated by a physician’s 
written statement (The physician’s statement must be submitted 
to the school within five (5) days of the student’s return and is 
subject to verification by a school official) 

2. Forty-eight (48) hours to treat and clear head lice with appropriate 
medical documentation upon return to school

3. Any event that is approved as a school activity 

4. A court subpoena

5. Religious holidays or activities 

6. Bereavement (documentation may need to be presented) 



Family vacations are not exempted and such absences will count 
toward the maximum absences allowed within the semester. The 
elementary school attendance policy falls under the umbrella of 
the general attendance policy; therefore, continual attendance 
violations could result in a student receiving a failing grade for that 
grading period. 

Please contact our attendance secretary , Stefani Schubach, for any 
attendance questions or check with parent portal.

stefanischubach@mooreschools.com

mailto:christyhadley@mooreschools.com


B.E.A.R. Binder

•There are times that information, papers, or notes are sent home on days 

other than Thursday. Please send your child to school with their 

backpack everyday. 

•Check your child’s backpack and B.E.A.R. binder every night 

and help them keep it cleaned out so you can easily spot any      

new notes going home. 

•B.E.A.R binders are an important method of communication. I assume you 

are reading everything sent home in the binder. Important information from 

different organizations such as P.T.A is sent home every Thursday in the 

―Thursday folder. 

•A homework schedule will be placed in the B.E.A.R. binder every Monday 

with homework to be completed on that assigned day with a parent signature 

indicating completion. 

•If you need to send me a note, the B.E.A.R. or my e-mail is a great place to 

do that.



1. Listen when the teacher is talking.
2. Follow directions quickly.

3. Respect others, respect yourself, 
respect our school.

4. Raise your hand to speak or stand.
5. Be safe, be kind, be honest.



The expectations for our classroom are simple.

•Make good choices

•Be nice to everyone

•Follow directions and procedures the first time

•Do your best work in a timely manner

During the first few weeks of school, we will read books that allow us 

to discuss expectations, behavior, and procedures in greater depth.  

My discipline plan includes positive reinforcement on the individual, 

small and whole group levels. Should a problem arise, a logical 

consequence for that behavior will follow.  The child and I will discuss 

the situation and decide what is appropriate.  In the event of 

a serious or repetitive problem, I will contact a parent for a 

conference.  Please contact me if you have any 

questions or concerns.



9:00 Arrival to class & opening 
activities

9:15 Tardy bell
9:20 Check morning work/Math 

Morning Meeting/Calendar
9:25 Phonics

9:50 Handwriting (1st 9 weeks) & Spelling
10:00 -11:20 Guided 

Reading/Workshops/Interventions
10:15-10:45 Counseling (Wednesdays-every week)



11:20 Recess  11:45 Lunch
12:20 Restroom Break/Read Aloud

12:30 Whole Group Reading/Writing 
Topics

1:20 Daily Math Practice/Calendar Math
2:15 Specials

3:00 Pack
3:10 Theme (Library each Wednesday)

3:45-3:51 Dismissal



You are more than welcome to join 
your student for lunch or check them 
out.  Recess begins at 11:20.  Lunch 

begins afterward at 11:45.  If you want 
to leave campus for lunch with your 
child, it is best if you check them out 

through the office prior to recess or at 
the very beginning of lunch.



GRADES TO BE RECORDED 
All assigned work will be evaluated and considered 

in the total assessment of the student’s work for 
his/her skills based report card. Papers chosen from 
work representative of the student’s general ability 
will be kept in a portfolio to justify grades recorded 

and can be reviewed upon request or at 
conference time. In 1st grade as in Kindergarten, we 

have a grading scale, as follows:

3- Demonstrates [skill] consistently without assistance

2- Demonstrates [skill] sometimes with guidance 
& support.

1- Does not demonstrate [skill].

At this time, these grades are not viewable on 
Parent Portal.  



Homework is not “graded” but may be evaluated 

as a part of a portfolio. Homework is checked and is 
sometimes returned to “try again”‖. Homework is 

not unfinished work. The homework is selected with 
the idea that parental assistance‖ is needed, but 

your child (not an older brother or sister) should do 

the work. I don’t expect perfection. I am looking to 

see if they tried their best. 

•Completion of homework assignments will be 

indicated on your child’s report card as well.



•Homework helps to:

–Reinforce and practice newly acquired skills, i.e. 

reading

–Encourage independence and responsibility

–Provide an opportunity for you to encourage your 

child to succeed in school.

•Please pace your child. The homework sent home 

should not take longer than 20 minutes. If this time 

constraint is too hard for your child, break it up into 

smaller portions with a break or so in between. 

Homework is not meant to be frustrating.
•I also give a monthly reward for staying in our “homework club”.



1st Grade Curriculum 
Outline

•Language Arts 
•Reading 
•Phonics
•Math
•Calendar
•Social Studies/Science
•Homework



Language arts will consist of the following:
•Journal writing
•Handwriting
•Whole class experience stories
•Individual experience stories
•Self-made and copied books
•Identifying parts of speech, i.e. nouns, 
verbs, adjectives, etc.





Phonics
Learning the letters and the sounds letters 
make (phonics) is an important skill. However, 
this is simply a memorization task unless the 
skill is applied. Your child is learning to apply 
these phonics skills as they write words the 
way they sound (inventive spelling). 



•The Reading Sufficiency Act (RSA) requires schools to develop a 
plan for students who are not on grade level in reading. I will be 
contacting parents to set a meeting to form a plan if your child is 
not on grade level. The computerized STAR test will be used to 
determine your child’s reading “grade level”. 

•Phonics instruction is systematic, direct and intense. 
Phonics instruction is hard to make up. Please do 
everything possible to ensure your child’s attendance in 
the morning as the majority of our morning is devoted 
to phonics and learning to read.



•Once formal reading instruction begins, it is CRUCIAL that your 
child reads every night!
•Sight words should be recognized by sight and not sounded out. 
•Continuing practice with sight words is one of the best ways to 
ensure your child becomes a fluent reader!
I MUST also INSIST that your child brings back their paperback 
readers from my class, as another child is waiting to use it the 
next day.  I only have so many to utilize.  If it doesn’t come back 
the next day, your child will be “out” of the homework club until it 
returns.  Please help your child take care of and be responsible 
about these books. Our district purchased these & I cannot 
replace them at this time.



•Accelerate Reader a.k.a. A.R. is a computer based program designed to test how well 
your child is comprehending text that they are reading. Every child will be assigned a 
reading level based on a STAR test to ensure their success with AR. From time to time 
you may see a sheet with their STAR level on it. This STAR level indicates the reading 
range for your child and reading material will be based on this score.
•We will start choosing AR books from our school/classroom library close to or just 
after the 1stsemester in first grade.
•Please make sure that when your child brings home an AR book, they read it 2-3 times 
to ensure accuracy on their computer test. A reading log will be sent home in BEAR 
binders once we begin AR. An AR test may not be taken until the log is signed by a 
parent. This helps to ensure that children are not testing on books they have not read. 
•After reading their selection they will then come to school and ―test‖ their 
comprehension. Their goal will be to reach 85% accuracy i.e. miss only 1 question of 5 or 
2 of 10, on each test they take. We will celebrate their success with certain incentives 
from time to time.



•Workshops provide an opportunity for independent practice 

of skills taught in class.

•This is a time when your child works independently and 

should not require much assistance.

•Workshops take place daily while the teacher works with 

small reading groups.

•Please look for your child’s workshop contract each week 

with completed work attached. If workshops are not 
completed by Friday, children may miss part of their recess to 

complete work or work may be sent home as extra 

homework. If this is occurring consistently, this may be an 

indication that your child is not working successfully on an 

independent level-this will be noted 

on the report card as well.

Workshops



Writing consists of handwriting, class 
made books, individual journals and 

weekly writing assignments 
incorporated during workshop times; 

Squiggles, Listening Center, Top 10 Lists 
and more!



•A program of mathematics includes the use of manipulative 
materials on a daily basis to solve problems, graph, develop 
patterns, and cover all aspects of Oklahoma’s Academic Standards 
for the 1stgrade level. Our guide is published by Pearson (Scott-
Foresman) and was researched within our district to afford our 
students with these types of experiences. 

•Our book pages come home when each unit is 
completed and are used to reinforce the activities 
that occur with each lesson. Please review these 
with your child when they bring these book pages 
home. They were not completed as a part of “busy” 
work, rather a visual way to assess that they 
understand the content being taught. 



•Math homework is sent home on occasion to 
reinforce concepts taught during class. 

•Committing basic addition and subtraction to memory is 
crucial in first grade. Daily practice each week will be sent 
home. You are encouraged to practice these and utilize other 
web based practice or flash cards. Timed fact tests will be 
given at the end of the week.



Calendar
The calendar is a daily activity in 1stgrade which 
includes the following activities:
1.Days of the week; Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow;

Date
2.Months of the Year
3.Counting and Number Identification
4.Patterning
5.Money: penny, nickel, dime and quarter
6.Holidays
7.Graphing
8.Time
9.Numeral Place Value



•Science processes, i.e. observe, measure, 
inquire, classify.
•Physical Science-states of matter, five 
senses, and physical properties of objects.
•Life Science-basic needs of organisms, 
scientific tools to gather data.
•Earth/Space Science-weather can be 
observed by measuring changes, the sun 
warms everything around us.



•Use information from a variety of 
resources.
•Cardinal directions on maps.
•Identify how choices in behavior and 
action are related to consequences 
and have an impact on self and others.
•Patriotic traditions and activities.
•Commemorative holidays.
•Communities and the basic needs of 
all people.



Mrs. Wilhelm is our art teacher.
You can e-mail her directly via our 

school website or 
avawilhelm@mooreschools.com

mailto:avawilhelm@mooreschools.com


Mrs. Mann is our music teacher.
You can e-mail her directly via our 

school website or 
amymann@mooreschools.com

mailto:amymann@mooreschools.com


Mrs. Hill is our P.E. teacher.
You can e-mail her directly via 

chrishill@mooreschools.com

mailto:kevinhixson@mooreschools.com


YOU ARE YOUR CHILD’S FIRST AND MOST IMPORTANT TEACHER!  
Research states that parents who are involved with their child’s education will 

have children who are better learners.
Ways to help:
1. A good nights rest & a good breakfast helps your child learn.
2. Send backpacks every day.
3. Keep supplies at home for homework (crayons, scissors, glue, pencils).
4. Help your child return homework on time.
5. Read what is sent home.
6. Talk to your child about their day.  If they say “nothing” be more specific 

and ask for one good thing that happened that day.
7. Look for the positive, praise your child and tell them you love them 

everyday.
8. Join P.T.A. and return the volunteer form.
9. Attend conferences.
10. Help with fund-raisers.

Class List
Our updated class list is on our class website by first name only. You and your child 
can refer to the list for filling out holiday cards or birthday invitations. The list will 
have the students’ numbers on it. The number system will make it easier for your 
child to place cards in mailboxes.



>>> Star of the Week<<<
Each child will have a chance to be the “Wanted 

Star” for one full week during the school year. I will be 

the first “Star,” the children will “shine” according to 

alphabetical order. Your child went home with a 

poster to complete on Monday. Please return the 

poster by Tuesday the 5th. Also, if you want to send 

extra photos in a baggie, they can be

displayed on the “Star of the Week” bulletin board. 

These photos will be returned at the end of your 

child’s special week. 



Car Riders walk to the cafeteria and wait by grade level to be 
called out to your car.  Please wait in your car.

If you’d like to walk up and get your child, either enter the 
front doors by pressing the call button and you may check 

them out OR park and walk to the playground to receive your 
child through the south doors.

If your child is a walker, students are dismissed @ 3:47 and 
released to the playground side.  If they rode a bike, they will 
still be released on the south side and are to walk toward the 
front of the building and then to the north side to retrieve their 

bike.

Daycare students are dismissed @ 3:51 and walk toward the 
front of the building to sit with their daycare line.  Only 

daycares use the circle drive in front to pick up students.



• September 25-29… Book 
Fair/Granola with Grands (morning of 
the 29th)… family reading night (26th

evening)!
• Fall Carnival… October …TBA.
• Parent/Teacher Conferences… 

October 18th (evening) & October 
19th(until noon)

• 1st Grade Party (Dr. Seuss Theme)… 
March ish…TBA



Briarwood Front Office 735-4110
cynthialowe@mooreschools.com

I also send out our weekly newsletter and reminders 
via email or Class Dojo.  This method of 

communication is very helpful for last minute 
reminders.  Class DoJo is a great resource to send a 
quick message and reminders!  If you didn’t sign up 
on Back to School night, I can get you signed up via 

your phone or

e-mail tonight!

mailto:cynthialowe@mooreschools.com


www.mooreschools.com

www.spellingcity.com

www.arbookfind.com

www.mathfactcafe.com

http://www.mooreschools.com/
http://www.spellingcity.com/
http://www.arbookfind.com/
http://www.mathfactcafe.com/


I appreciate all of you coming tonight 
to learn more about your child’s year.

Please let me know if you have any 
questions!

Thank you!
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Book Orders
Scholastic book order forms are sent home about once a month in Thursday 

folders and are due back on or before Friday the following week. A 
Scholastic order form will be stapled together with a parent letter. The 
parent letter will explain how to order the books online. I encourage you 
to take advantage of these affordable books by quality authors. Through 
your orders, we receive free books for the classroom. I will be sending 
Scholastic book orders home approximately each month.  

TO ORDER:
Fill out the order form from the booklet; add your total; make a check written to 

Scholastic Book Clubs or if it is more convenient, you may now order 
online at:

www.scholastic.com/parentordering
Scholastic will send books to our class so that I may give them directly to your 

student.  The books are usually delivered 2 weeks after the deadline date.  
Book orders count toward helping our class receive books and other incidental 

class related objects. Please don’t feel obligated to order. Many book 
order forms will be sent home throughout the year. If you would like the 
books you order to be a surprise gift for your child, please send in a note 
along with the book order. I will be glad to leave the order for you
in the office or send it home in a large sealed envelope.
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