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Family reading routines
Reading with your

child each day helps
him grow as a reader
And just a few minutes
here and there really add
up. Consider these sug-
gestions for fitting more
reading into busy days.

l,leeltlme prattlte
Serve up a side o[

reading! During break-
fast, keep the cereal box
on the table. You can
help your child read the
name o[ the cereal. the slo-
gan, and any riddles or activities. While
you make dinnel invire him to read a
familiar storybook aloud, or let him
browse through a cookbook for words
he recognizes (milh, pizza).

Srhool davr
Togetheq read the pap€rs your young-

ster brings home fiom school, perhaps a

story he wrote in class or an announce-
ment about a field trip. Also, post the
school calendar on the refrigerator. Read

it regularly with your child, and have him

highlight upcoming evens like back-to-
school nighr or picture da;,r

A tlldlng tulDrisc
Like a tooth fairy who leaves money be

a reading fairy who leaves reading material
for your child. Tape comic strips to the
bathroom mirror for him to read while he
bmshes his teeth. Place a poem on his pil-
low so he can enjoy it before bed. And
stash a few book or magazines near his
seat in the car?

Your youngster's life is full of creative writing
material, whether she's picking apples or riding
her bike. Encourage her to collect
story ideas with these steps.

1. Let your child decorate a box. She

might cover it with stickers or wrap it
with construction paper and draw pictures.

2. Together, brainstorm topics she could write about, like becoming a big sister or
visiting a new playground. She can write or draw each idea on a slip of colored
paper and store it in her box.

3. Have her pull out a slip for inspiration when she wants to write a story or before
school ifshe knows she'll get to write on a topic o[ her choice that day?

Read.aloud layorites
I There ls Mr Dragon ir This Story

Dragon really wans
to be a hero. He trav-
els from fairy tale to fairy
tale oflering to rescue the
characters, but everyone sends him
away Then, a giants sneeze blows out
the sun. and Dragon finally ger' his
chance. (Also available in Spanish.)

I lkena Foril atd ,he Seqnd-Grade
Mix-Up (Mclissa Thomson)
Keena Ford'-s new teacher makes a

special cake for each
student's binhday.
When Keena's birth-
day gets marked on
rhe wrong date, will

she tell the truth or
celebrate anpvay to get the cake? The
[irst book in lhe Keena Ford series.

A The House That Jane Buih
(Tanyd Lee Stone)
In the I800s, a woman named lane
Addams was determined to make
life better for those in need. This
biography tells how she founded Hull
House. a community center in Chi-
cago, and helped people find housing
and jobs. Addams th€n went on to
become *re [irst woman to win the
Nobel Peace Prize.

I The Wing Wing Brctherc Math
Speaarll.lrrrl (Ethan Lon g)
Humor + math = learning fun in this
comic book-style story Five duck
brothers put r.rn a comedy show As
they juggle pies and spin plates, read-
ers can compare
amounts, learn math
facts. and more. Pan
of the Wing Wing
Brothers series.
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Stand up
and write!

Writing on a vertical surface
strengthens your childs arm and
wrist muscles and improves the
coordination she needs for hand-
writing. Plus, its fun. Try these tips.

Wn&Ys. Have your youngster use
dry-erase markers to draw and color
shapes on a windoq turning it into
"stained glass." Be sure to take a photo
cleans the windowl

."""""""""'t:
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My magic
reading
wand

My daughter Brianna came home
excited about the special pointers her
teacher les students use while they read.

I asked the teacher about this. She
explained thar children enjoy louching
the pointers to each word as they say it
aloud-
and this
helps them
match r+'ritten
words to spoken
ones. Then, as they
become more extrrri-
enced readers, they slide

of her work before she

lllalb, Hang poster board on
her bedroom wall. and let
your child desrgn a sign
using crayons. She might
write her name and draw a
border o[ flowers, for exam-
ple. Also, consider getting a
small dry-erase board from
the dollar store. Use it to play
hangman or to leave mes-
sages for each other.

Outdoors. Encourage your
youngster to make a crayon

rubbing on a tree. She can hold paper against the bark and
rub it with the side of an unwrapped crayon to see the paG
tern. l[you have a wooden fence, suggest that she decorate it
with sidewalk chalk. She can hose it off when she'-s done.V

the pointer under the words (rather than

;,':i:fu x:.'iIrjiJ:til;',*il m nr,ffg :ll'"fJ:T5:
:T#:ili:;;ff,[[i]]:T;fl1' llrPlslil il*,::",',.ffi.H:1"- .,1*i:il;:J']iLi';ffi'iH::t'
with a heart-shaped eraser. words. Read this nursery rhlme together. sound (cal, cotv) or a D sound (di.ldle.

Brianna is always on the lookout for and do the activities that follow. Jiddle, jumped, dog,laughed, dish)?

more "magic reading wands." When she Hey, diddle , diddlt, Where in the word does he hear the

finds one. she canr;ait to try it our. I The cat and thr Jiddle, sound-beginning. rniddle. orend?

Iove that such a simple thing is boosting Tht tow jumpt:d over tht moon Silly SvepA
her reading skills.? The littb doglaughed b set 

.such 
spotl, Let lour ),oungsrer rnake up his own

And the dish ran away with the sqon. virse by cha:ngrng some of the words.

Rhyming words ^ 7(^a l.rrtnrpit: Thc horse.junyd

,"ffi:l;*":lli;;11."^{Q)ffra -'lil*;,1*i11"5"'n(diddle aocl fidlk , moon -:\-l ^ ^\ Notc: Try these ideas

anrl sprrLrrr ) He torrlrl cir- -Y} a O 2l s tth rrlhe r nttrsi'n

;l.iHl::l;';iiir $ -{ue^,lltiii:J tlili[I

Uocabu larv-boosting (onversations
@l're fuard that hids withbiggr vocabulaics
hdve an (asi?r time leomingto read and wite.
How can I help my son leam more words?

@You.e right-a good vocabulary does help

frth reading and writing. Kids absorb many words
just by hearing them regularly. so try weaving new

words into everyday conversations
When you alk to your son. use bigger words to

expand on what he says. For instance, in response to

could say, "You're right. Its earsplitting." Or if he says,

loon," you might reply, "lr dtlated really quickll: '

Then, enco-urage-him to use the new word often to help it stick in his mind'

"What else can you think o[ that makes an earsplilting noise?" To jog his memory

you might say, 
;Remember that iackhammer? That was earsplitting' too'"?

"That siren is loud! you
"l let the air out o[ the bal-

To provide busy parenrs with pradical ways
10 promote lh€ir rhildrens readinS, wriring,

and language skills.
Resources for Educarors.

a division of CCH lncorpor.led
128 N. Royal Avenue . Front Royal, VA 22610

800-194'5052 . rtecustome@wolterskluwercom
www.rfeonline.com

t55N 1540,5648
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A love of reading
Reading is one of the best habis

your youngster can develop. Chil-
dren who read for pleasure tend
to have higher test scores,
bigger vocabularies, and
better reading compre-
hension. Steer your
child toward a life-
time of reading with
these ideas.

Choose books wiscly
Suggest that your

youngster find book
that will hold her inter-
est. Have her read the
back cover and the [irst few
pages to see if the book grabs her It
often helps if she has something in com-
mon with a story! main character For
insunce, a child fascinated by machines
may enjoy Roz the robot in Thr Wild
Robot (Peter Brovrn).

,{rke timc ior reading
Between homework, friends, and

aclivities. its not always easy to [it in
reading. Try setting aside a time when
the entire family reads (after dinner,
before bed). AIso, encourage your

youngster to put book in the car so she
can read dudng errands or while waiting
in a dentist's office.

A crt oth€r raaders
Reading is contagious! lf your child

finds friends who like to read, they may
share book and enjoy discussing rhem.
Perhaps she'll notice kids who read after
they finish a class assignment, or she
could pay attention to which book her
classmates choose in the library She can
strike up a conversation later: "Do you
have a series to recommend?" l

lt /// /a

'/aff,,W,I
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Before writing a report or an essa] your child needs
to organize his information. A graphic organizer is just
the ticket! Consider these lormas
o FlorrJrots work well [or book repons or history
essays where one event follows another. Encourage your
youngster to write each event in a separate box ("found
stray dog," "made flyers") and draw an arrow from one box to the next.

oYemt iliagrons compare and contrast two things. 9y 1,our childi report is about
things that fly He would first draw two overlapping circles. Then, he could list
facs specific to hot-air balloons ("carry people") in the outer part o[ one circle.
Facts exclusiye to kites ("steered by string") go in the other circle's outer section.
And shared Eaits ("made ofnylon") belong in the overlapping space. $

lGrandCar4an
lrcon Chin)

Follow a father and daughter
as the,v hikc the Grand Canlon. This

animal life, and more. A deuiled map
shows an overhead view o[ the canyon.

! Tafting Sides (Gary Soto)
Lincoln Mendoza loves playing on
his school basketball ream with his

best friends. But when
his family moyes to
the suburbs. he has

to chanSe teams.
Can Lincoln com-
pete against his old

team without losing friends? (Also
available in Spanish.)

I oa,rt o! Woniler
(Kwame Alocander with Chis Colderley
and Marjory Wentwonh)
ln this poetry collection, three poes
come together to celebrate their favor-
ite poes. They pay homage to those
who inspired them to begin writing
poetry-L-angston Hughes, Emily
Dickirson, and Gwendolyn Brooks,
to name a few

a Lenronts (Melissa Sayage)
Lemonade Libeny Witt's life is turned
upside down when she has ltr move in
with her grandpa. H€r new town is the
Bigfoot Capital of the World, and Lem
befriends Tobin Sky, who is obsessed
with finding Bigfoot. Find out how
Lem tums lemons
into lemonade in this

@ 2018 A€source. ior Ed6alois. a diuson ol C$ l.Eo.Doraled

Book
Picks

illustrated story
pres€nts facts
about the spectac-
ular landformls
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Beginnings
and endings

The way your child starts and ends
a writing assiSnment can make a big
difference in his finished product. Help
him create a good first-and last-
impression with these suggestions.

Att€ntion-grabbing introductions
A powerful beginning pulls the reader in. Your youngster

mighr:

O Kick off with a qu6tion. "Did 1,ou ever wonder why

a Set a scene. "A line o[ camels
marches across the desert. The
air is dry and hot, and there'.s

no water in sight."

ilemorable conclusions
The ending should wrap

things up in a way the reader
will remember. A good conclu-

sion shows how all the informa-
tion in a paper fis together Here are some possibilities:
o Surnmarize the mafur points. "lts large hump, unusual
eyes, and big feet make the camel rhe best form of rransporta-
tion in the desert."
a Echo the introduction. "A camel isnljust interesting ro look
at. ls unique features help people rravel in a hot, dry climate."
a Clos€ with instructions. "tf you visit the deserr, take a ride
on a camel. His hump, eyes. and feet will ger you where you
need to go." $

camels have humps?"
a Use an interesting fact. "Camels have three
eyelids and two rows o[ eyelashes per eye."

@Y;,}:.lr::,,
mer, aluminum,summcr...which word
doesn't belong? (Aluminum, because itls
the only one without a double m in the
middle.)

Play this game
with your child to
help her look
closely at words
and leam their
spellings or parts oI speech.

1. Ask her to bring
home a list o[ vocabu-
lary or spelling words. Or she could
make a list o[ words from the dictionary

2. Choose three or more of the words
that have something in common (vowel
sound, prefix, suffix, pan of speech,
number of syllables).

3. Write the words down, along with
a word lrom your youngster's list that
doesn't fit your sorting rule. Then, she
tries to name your rule.

4. Trade roles, and let her give you a set
ofwords to figure out. $

Slow down
Qttr' ,lar.qhr., rerirls sr; /nsr rhat sht.

\r,rrr'liDrc\ rlli\\r \ irrl,,,,lrl,I /ir, r. H,,rr
can I help htr slow down?

@Stan by showing your child that reading too
fast causes her to skip inforrnation. Try having her
read a section, and then you read it aloud to her. Ask your youngster to hold up a fin-
ger each time she hears something that she doesn't remember reading.

Next, help your child find a way ro focus while she's reading. When she has a text-
book assignment, encourage her to break ir up. tfshe has three science chapters to read
in a week, she might read one a night for three nighrs instead ofdoing them all in one
evening. She will slow down and concentrate better i[ she doesn't feel overwhelmed.

Finally, suggest that your youngster skim the rext once and then carefully read it a
second time. The second reading will help her catch things she missed rhe first rime
and let her see how reading more slowly helps. l

some o[ the titles from when I was a copies from the library
child. and others were n€w to me. I When we've both finished. we sit at
leafed through one that he was [inished the kitchen table with a snack and talk

ffi ::-:.'il,,1?,..1'""o'"1$,*,il,1r],ii,.l;ii*':i:;g?-
advlnccd books in school. I recognizecl ing il title. and lhen *'c check out trvo

with. I got hooked and ended
up reading the whole thing!

What I didnt realize
was that reading the
same book as Jonas did
would give us something
new to talk about. We dis-
cussed our favorite characters
and the best pans of the story

about the story Sometimes
we find discussion ques-
tions online, usually on
the book publisher's web-
site. Since we started this
tradition. we're both
enjopng reading new
books-and talking
about them together! fl

To provid€ busy parEnls with prdctical wa)s
to promore rheir childrens reading, wnting,

and languaSe skills.
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