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Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition 

Summer Reading 2012-13 
 
We will read the following works: 

• Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner 
• Thomas Foster’s How to Read Literature Like a Professor (Hey, don’t judge a book by its cover and boring-

sounding title…FUNNY) 
 

You can purchase or borrow these books from: Hastings in Norman (mention MHS for a discount!), Borders in Norman, Barnes 
and Noble in Norman, www.half.com, www.amazon.com, the Moore, Norman, Oklahoma City Public Libraries, and through the 
MHS AP Literature and Composition Program (come see me and I’ll check the books out to you). 
 
Assignment: 

• In addition to highlighting and making marginal notes or marking passages with post-it notes if you are 
borrowing the book, I would suggest, but do not require, that you keep a reading journal as you read and record 
your informal conversations with the novel. 

• Look up the terms and vocabulary you don’t know and keep a running list of questions you would like to address 
in discussion. 

• The Kite Runner is as difficult and disturbing as it is haunting and beautiful.  Remember that you are reading for a 
college-level course and begin cultivating that level of maturity over the summer.  Please don’t hesitate to contact 
me via e-mail (the OU e-mail is best) with questions, concerns, or criticisms.  It’s extremely engaging, so I don’t 
doubt that you will read it and love it. 

• The WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT associated with The Kite Runner (and with all full-length novels and plays we will read) 
is a Précis Card.  Please find the assignment specifications on the reverse of this page.    

• Apply the critical lens Foster uses in How to Read Literature Like a Professor to your reading of Hosseini’s The Kite 
Runner.  We will use these ideas all year long, so it’s very important that you read Foster.  Plus, it’s funny.  Really. 

 
A word about AP English Literature and Composition: 
This course is designed to comply with the curricular requirements described in the AP English Literature and Composition 
Course Description, focusing on building skills necessary for college-level reading and writing.  The course includes the in-depth, 
close reading of literary selections chosen from multiple genres, periods, and cultures.  Although numerous selections will be 
read, a few of the works will be studied intensely, analyzing critically its structure, style, themes, tone, syntax, diction, imagery, 
and symbolism, as well as social and historical values it depicts.  The works studied in this course are those of recognized 
literary merit, written from the sixteenth century to contemporary times, and written by both British and American authors.  The 
reading for this course builds upon the reading done in earlier Pre-AP and AP English classes.  The works are directed toward 
the mature, experienced reader and may be dense, challenging, and may contain potentially sensitive or controversial topics.   
 
Honor Code: 
When a student signs her/his name to any assignment, s/he is stating that the assignment is hers/his alone and that s/he has 
neither sought nor accepted help, other than that explicitly permitted by the teacher.  A student may never copy anyone’s work or 
have anyone dictate any part of the assignment to her/him.  Furthermore, when a student discusses an assignment in class, 
gives an oral presentation, or writes an essay, s/he tacitly states that s/he has read the work(s) s/he discusses or writes about.  
Plagiarism of any type will result in a grade of zero for the assignment and notification to the sponsors of any clubs/organizations 
to which the student belongs. 
 
I understand the requirements and agree to do my best to meet the expectations for the 2012-13 AP English Literature and 
Composition Summer Reading Assignment and to abide by the honor code. Additionally, I intend to make a concerted and 
earnest effort to meet (and in many cases, exceed!) the academically rigorous challenge of AP Literature and Composition 
during the coming academic year. 
 
 
Student Name (PRINT LEGIBLY, please)      *Student Signature 
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I understand the requirements and agree to do my best to help the young adult in my care to meet the expectations for the 2012-
13 AP English Literature and Composition Summer Reading Assignment and to abide by the honor code.  Additionally, I intend 
to support her/him to meet (and in many cases, exceed!) the academically rigorous challenge of Advanced Placement Literature 
and Composition during the coming academic year. 

 
 
*Parent/Guardian Name (PRINT LEGIBLY, please)     *Parent/Guardian Signature 
 
 
*Please sign and return this form to me in room 712 BEFORE YOU LEAVE FOR SUMMER BREAK. 

 
 

Précis Card 
 
Directions: Use a 5” by 8” card (BIG note cards – I have some, if you don’t have the size 
I’m requesting) to record the following information about this novel or play.   
 

SIDE ONE 
 
 Author 
 Title (correctly punctuated – UNDERLINE novels and plays) 
 Genre (the College Board defines narrowly – for this card, either a play or a novel) 
 Publication Date (this means the date of original publication, not the date 

reprinted) 
 Important (not just “main”) Characters 
 Summary (a bulleted list of major events in chronological order; don’t interpret, 

speculate, or analyze in your summary; ENJOY – This is the one time plot summary 
alone is acceptable!) 

 
SIDE TWO 

 
Choose at least 4 literary techniques and/or devices you consider important to the 
work as a whole and write a short analysis of how that technique functions to make 
meaningful a THEME or the TONE of the work.  The MOST IMPORTANT THING HERE IS 
TO analyze the SIGNIFICANCE of the TECHNIQUE and/or DEVICE to the meaning 
(HINT: THEME and TONE) of the work!  Otherwise, seriously, who cares?  
 
 Diction  
 Imagery  



 Details  
 Figurative Language 
 Characterization 
 Irony  
 Setting  
 Point of View  
 Foreshadowing  
 Flashback  

 
 
UNDER EACH of the 4 literary techniques and/or devices about which you have written 
a short analysis, write a quotation that illustrates your point.  Punctuate them correctly, 
please. 
 Quotation I illustrates the author’s use of ___________. 
 Quotation II illustrates the author’s use of ___________. 
 Quotation III illustrates the author’s use of ___________. 
 Quotation IV illustrates the author’s use of ___________. 
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