
PROPERTIES OF MATTER 

 

Texture:  Texture is how the 

surface of an object feels to 

the touch 

Luster:  Luster is the objects 

reflection of light 

Volume: the amount of space 

an object takes up 

Elasticity: Elasticity is the ability 

of an object to be stretched 

and returned to its original 

shape 

Solubility: Solubility is how 

easily something dissolves in 

water 

Viscosity: Viscosity is the 

resistance of flowing of a 

substance 

Adhesion: Adhesion is the 

condition in which a material 

sticks to itself or another 

material.  

Flexibility: Flexibility is the 

ability of an object to bend. 

Odor:  Odor is the smell of an 

object or substance. (sweet, 

sour, musty, old) 
 

Position: Position is the 

placement of an object in 

relation to another object.  
 

State of Matter: State of matter 

is whether an object is a solid, 

liquid or gas or plasma. 
 

Density:  Density is the amount 

of mass per unit of volume. 
 

Gender: Gender is whether 

something is male or female.  
 

Temperature:  Temperature is 

the average amount of energy 

in the motion of the molecules 

of a substance 

Volatility:  Volatility is as a 

measure of how readily a 

substance vaporizes 

Brittleness:  Brittleness is how 

easily something shatters. 
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Salinity: Salinity is the saltiness 

or level of dissolved salt 

content of a body liquid 
 

Clarity: Clarity is the ability to 

see through an object 

(transparent, translucent, or 

opaque) 

Adhesion: Adhesion is the 

condition in which a material 

sticks to itself or another 

material. 

Mass: Mass is the amount of 

material in an object.  

Weight:  Weight is how heavy 

an object is due to gravitational 

pull on the mass of an object.  

Reflectivity: Reflectivity is the 

ability of a material “bounce 

off” light from its surface.  

Temperature:  Temperature 

measure of the heat created by 

the motion of the molecules in 

a substance. 

Melting point: Melting point is 

the temperature at which a 

solid will melt. 

Boiling point:  Boiling point is 

the temperature at which a 

liquid boils and turns to a 

vapor. 

Salinity: Salinity is the saltiness 

or level of dissolved salt 

content of a body liquid. 

Frequency: Frequency is the 

number of crests of a wave 

that move past a given point in 

a given unit of time. (measured 

in Hertz for sound or 

nanometers for light) 

Flammability: Flammability is 

how easily something burns 

Magnetism: Magnetism is the 

motion of electrical charge that 

results in attractive or repulsive 

forces between objects. 
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