
Immigration: 
1882 Chinese Exclusion Act Suspended immigration of all Chinese.  

Another law prohibited immigration of criminals, paupers, and "mentally defective" persons.  

1891 By this year the federal government had established full control of immigration. Regulations now forbid the 

immigration of:  

• "persons suffering from a loathsome or dangerous contagious disease."  

• It also included earlier provisions which kept out criminals, prostitutes, paupers, and "mentally defective" 

persons.  

• It required that an immigrant prove to officials that he or she would not become a burden on society.  

1892 Ellis Island opens in New York City as a federal immigration inspection station  

1894 Immigration Restriction League formed. Between 1896 and 1915, this group waged a half dozen attempts to 

pass a literacy requirement for entry to the U.S.  

1901 Congress bars anarchists from entry, after President McKinley is assassinated by a man professing to be an 

anarchist.  

1908 Gentlemen's Agreement President Theodore Roosevelt made a deal in which Japan agreed to deny passports 

to its laborers who wished to come to the United States.  

1917 Literacy Test is finally enacted. Every immigrant aged 16 or older must be able to read. It keeps out very 

few immigrants.  

1921 Emergency Quota Act set temporary quotas which favored northern and western Europeans. Maximum annual 

total set at 358,000. It offered no entry to Africans or Asians.  

1924 National Origins Act reduces the annual total to 164,000. It also drastically reduced the number of southern 

and eastern Europeans allowed entry. Italy's quota, for example, was reduced from 42,000 to 4,000 

persons.  

1929 Total limited to 150,000 annually, with specific quotas for each country; these were based on the number of 

people from each country living in the U.S. in 1920  

1930s Refugees from the Nazis are barred entry to the U.S. Despite the fact that these people sought to escape 

persecution or even death, the quota system kept most of the refugees ù principally Jewish ù from 

coming to the U.S.  

1952 The McCarran-Walter Act retained the quota system and slightly amended exisiting laws. On the one hand, it 

permitted Asians living in the U.S. to become citizens and allowed 2,000 Asians to enter the country 

each year. Allowed the government to deport aliens considered subversive. (Truman Administration).  

1965 The Immigration and Nationality Act eliminated the quota system. It kept a limit on the annual total, but 

allowed anyone to enter on a first come, first served basis. For the first time, anyone from southern 

Europe, Africa, or Asia received the same consideration as someone from France or Germany. Gives 

preference to professionals and skilled workers, and those related to U.S. citizens. (LBJ 

Administration)  

1979 New laws allowed an additional 50,000 refugees to be accepted annually, although the president was granted 

the power to admit more refugees as the need arose. A refugee is anyone escaping persecution or 

having a well-founded fear of persecution. (Carter Administration)  

1986 Immigration Reform and Control Act imposes fines against employers who hire illegal aliens. Employers must 

now check documents which prove citizenship. It has not slowed the entry of illegal immigrants 


