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Period Overview

Since 1914, the world has changed more than in any comparable time period
in human history. Two enormouswars, rapid population growth, and amazing
technological changes have madethe period one of constant change.

Wars and Global Efforts for Peace The devastation of World WarI
(1914 to 1918) led to economic andpolitical problemsthat prepared the way
for totalitarian governments, racism, more violence, anda terrible economic
collapsein the 1930s. These problemsled to far worse destruction and suffering
in World WarIT (1939 to 1945),

Following World War II, much of the world divided into rival camps. The
United States and Western Europe were liberal and democratic. The Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe were communist. Adding to the constant tension
between the two sides were efforts of colonies in Southeast Asia, India, and
most of Africa to assert their independence. The European colonial powers
eventually agreed to independence, but sometimesonlyafter a bitter war.

After World War II, Great Britain, Germany, Sweden, and many other
Western and Southern European countries increased government-funded
benefits such as health care and unemploymentassistance. By increasing
both benefits and taxes to pay for them, they continued expanding the role of
governmentin everyday life. In Eastern Europe, countries remained dominated
by the Soviet Union until about 1989, just as the Soviet system was beginning
to collapse.

Warand Beliefs In 1914, most Europeans found a balance amongtheir
beliefs in progress, reason, andreligion. While these beliefs had begun to be
challengedbyintellectuals,it was only during and after World WarI that such
challenges became widespread. The seemingly senseless slaughter of soldiers
during the war, made worse by improved military technology such as machine
guns and airplanes made people question the value of their past beliefs. As
wars and atrocities continued in the 20th century, people wondered what, if
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anything, was true. Neither science norreligion seemed to have answers. Ast

becameincreasingly experimental, more concerned with self-expression than

in representingreality.

Despite these problems, advances in public health and medicine resulted

in rapid population growth. Improvements in production and inventions such

as the car and the computer made the economy moreefficient and people

moreprosperous than ever before in world history. Women fought for equality,

winning the right to vote and greater opportunities for careers. After World War

II, Europeanstates beganto break downnationalbarriers, increasing trade and

political cooperation. The result was the most peaceful, and prosperous, half

century in many centuries.

Key Concepts

4.1 Total war andpolitical instability in the first half of the 20th century gave

wayto a polarizedstate order during the Cold War and eventually to efforts

at transnational union.

I. World WarI, caused by a complexinteraction oflong- and short-term

factors, resulted in immenselosses and disruptions for both victors and

vanquished.

II. The conflicting goals of the peace negotiators in Paris pitted diplomatic

idealism againstthe desire to punish Germany, producing a settlement

that satisfied few.

Ill. In the interwarperiod, fascism, extreme nationalism, racist ideologies,

andthe failure of appeasementresultedin the catastrophe ofWorld War

Il, presenting a grave challenge to European civilization.

IV. As World War II ended, a Cold War between the liberal democratic West

and the communist East began,lasting nearly half a century.

V. Nationalist and separatist movements, along with ethnic conflict and

ethnic cleansing, periodically disrupted the post-World War II peace.

VI. The process of decolonization occurred over the course ofthe century

with varying degrees of cooperation, interference, or resistance from

European imperialist states.

4.2 Thestresses of economic collapse and total war engenderedinternal

conflicts within European states and created conflicting conceptions of the

relationship between the individual andthestate, as demonstrated in the

ideological battle between and among democracy, communism,and fascism.

I. The Russian Revolution created a regime based on Marxist-Leninist

theory.

IL. Theideology of fascism,with roots in the pre-World WarI era,

gained popularity in an environmentofpostwar bitterness, the rise

of communism,uncertain transitions to democracy, and economic

instability.   
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TIT. The Great Depression, caused by weaknessesininternationaltrade
and monetary theories and practices, undermined Western European
democracies and fomentedradicalpolitical responses throughout
Europe.

IV. Postwar economic growth supported an increase in welfare benefits;
however, subsequent economic stagnation ledto criticism and limitation
of the welfarestate.

V. Eastern European nations were boundbytheir relationships with the
Soviet Union, which oscillated between repression and limited reform,
until the collapse of communist governments in Eastern Europe and the
fall of the Soviet Union.

4.3 During the 20th century,diverse intellectual and cultural movements
questioned the existence of objective knowledge,the ability of reason to
arrive at truth, and the role ofreligion in determining moralstandards.

I. The widely held beliefin progress characteristic of much of
19th-century thought began to break down before World War I; the
experience of warintensified a sense of anxiety that permeated many
facets of thought andculture, giving way by the century’s end toa
plurality ofintellectual frameworks.

IL. Science and technology yielded impressive material benefits but
also caused immensedestruction and posed challenges to objective
knowledge.

III. Organizedreligion continuedto play a role in Europeansocial and
culturallife despite the challengesofmilitary and ideological conflict,
modern secularism,and rapid social changes.

IV. Duringthe 20th century, the arts were defined by experimentation,
self-expression, subjectivity, and the increasing influenceofthe United
States in both elite and popularculture.

4.4 Demographic changes, economic growth, total war, disruptionsoftraditional
social patterns, and competing definitions offreedom and justice altered the
experiences ofeverydaylife.

I. The 20th century wascharacterized by large-scale suffering brought on
by warfare and genocide, but also by tremendous improvements in the
standardofliving.

II. Thelives ofwomen were defined by family and work responsibilities,
economic changes, and feminism.

II. New voices gained prominencein political, intellectual, and social
discourse.

IV. European states beganto set aside nationalistrivalries in favor of economic
andpolitical integration, forminga series of transnational unions that grew
in size and scope overthe secondhalf of the 20th century.  
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Two World Wars

“ have nothing to offer but blood,toil, tears, and sweat. We have before us an

ordeal of the most grievous kind. We have before us many, many long months

of struggle and ofsuffering. You ask, whatis our aim? | can answer in one

word: Victory.”

—Winston Churchill, speech to the British people, May 13, 1940

Essential Question: How did warin thefirst half of the 20th century give

way to the Cold War?

During the first half of the 20th century, Europe engaged in two massive

wars. Both involved a numberof nations and spread across more than one

continent. Because of their size and scope, these wars became known as World

Wars. In World WarI fighting lasted from 1914 to 1918. In World War II war

was declared in 1939 and ended in 1945. Winston Churchill, the author of the

quote above,lived through both wars, as a British battalion commander in

World War I andlateras prime minister of Britain during World WarII. During

the World WarII, his speeches helpedinspire Britons to withstand the German

assault upon their country.

Atthe end of World War II in 1945, the balance of global power had

permanently shifted from Western Europe to the United States and the Soviet

Union. Western Europe would no longerdominate worldpolitics and economic

development. The United States would emergeas the leader of the democratic

or “free” West, while the USSR (United Soviet Socialist Republics) would

control the communist or Eastern Bloc. Aided by the United States, Western

Europe would rebuild and become a morestable and unified region.

World War I as a European Conflict

A numberof factors converged to cause World War I. Although Europe had

been more peaceful in the 19th century than it had been for many centuries,

France was eager regain the provinces ofAlsace and Lorraine near the French-

German border. The provinces had changed hands as a result of France’s

humiliating defeat in the Franco-German War in 1871. Germany’s desire to

expandits territory and influence had alarmed Britain and Russia for years

as well. A series of agreements among France, Russia, and Britain became,

in effect, an alliance to counter growing German power. (See Chapter 16
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for more onalliances.) Germany and Austria-Hungary had beenallied to one
another for many years. Smaller nations in Europefelt pressured to take sides.
Militarism,the arming of European countries, grew as every nation began to
accumulate armsfor both offensive and defensive purposes. From 1890-1910
defense expenditures had more than doubled among major European powers.
Nationalism had dramatically increased, especially sincethe unification ofItaly
and Germany in the second half of the 19th century. In addition, movements
such as pan-Slavism had caused unrest, especially within the Balkan region of
the Habsburg Empire. Citizens wanted a strong governmentthat would protect
and promote their interests.

The War in Europe

The road to World War I began with the assassination of Austrian Archduke
Franz Ferdinand by a Serbian nationalist in Sarajevo on June 28, 1914. A
month later, Austria declared waron Serbia. In response, Serbia’s ally Russia
mobilized its forces, thereby heightening tensions around Europe. Germany,
hoping to gain a quick victory over unprepared adversaries, declared war on
Russia and France on August 1. Germany’s subsequent invasion ofneutral
Belgium brought GreatBritain into the war on France and Russia’s side.

 PUNCH, OR FAH LONDON CHARIVARE—itinen 97, 108.

EmperorKarl of Austria
(left) was more fearful of
arousing Russia (represented    

a4 by the bear) than was Kaiser
Mer So Wilhelm II of Germany(right).

Theassassination ofAustrian
Archduke Ferdinandset offa

A WALK-OVER? chain ofevents that resulted in
“Dun Kata, MPEGS 19 ITR DOOMMAT OF OUR NEW PREMISES." World War 1.“FornoKooy" ARB YOU QUITH SURE IT’S DEAD?" Credit: Getty Images  

 

 

TWO WORLD WARS 427



Ultimately 32 states fought in the war. The two sides were knownas the

Central Powers and the Allies. The Central Powers consisted of Germany,

Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire, soon joined by Bulgaria. France,

Britain, and Russia led the Allies; Italy, although a memberof the Triple

Alliance, joined the allies in 1915, as did the United States in 1917. The war

was fought on twofronts. The Western Front stretched for 400 miles from

Belgium through France. The Eastern Front extended for 1,000 miles along

Russia’s border from the Baltic to the Black Sea.

The Western Front

Germany invaded Belgium in August 1914 and swiftly overwhelmed the small

country. By the end of the month German forces had invaded France, but the

offensive bogged down, and the Western Front turned into trench warfare.

Each side dug protective trenchesinto the earth from which they could emerge

to attack the other. The space between the trenches wascalled no man’s land.

Trenches couldstretch for miles. Soldiers mightlive in the trenches for months at

a time. They endured cold, wet, and unsanitary conditions. Contagious diseases

spread easily. Many men suffered from trench foot, a crippling foot condition

caused by the damp andcold.

Between 1914 and 1916 the German army confronted British and French

forces in a series of battles in central France. Major engagements included

the Marne, Verdun, Ypres, and the Somme. Both sides suffered staggering

numbersofsoldiers killed and wounded.Soldiers dug in on eachside, and the

war seemed to reach a stalemate. In 1917, the United States entered the war,

tilting the advantage toward the Allies.

The Germans launchedonelast offensive at the Second Battle of the Marne

on the outskirts of Paris in July 1918. They hoped to force Britain and France

to negotiate peace before large numbers of American soldiers arrived. But the

German army was too exhausted to succeed. On November 11, 1918, Germany

signed an armistice treaty with the Allies, bringing World WarI to an end.

The Eastern Front

The waron the Eastern Front began on August 17, 1914, when Russia invaded

Germany. Austria-Hungaryrapidlyjoinedonthe side ofthe Germansand invaded

Poland(part of the Russian Empireat the time). Although the Russians repelled

the Austrian advance, Germany increasedits forces on the Eastern Front.

By 1915, Germany and Austria-Hungary had seized all or most of the

Russianterritories of Poland, Latvia, and Lithuania. The offensive stalled,

however, as the Germansfell short of supplies and the Russians were able to

establish a nearly 800-mile defensiveline stretching southeast from the Baltic

Seato the border with Romania.

In mid-1916, the Russian army rallied and regained much ofits lost

territory, but victory was costly. About 1 million Russian soldiers died, were

wounded or taken prisoner, or deserted. As the hardships of war mounted,

Russian soldiers began to mutiny. Thepolitical turmoil that followedled to the

Russian Revolution and Russia’s withdrawal from the warin 1917.
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Date

Sr 1914-1915 it

July 28,1914 o Archduke Franz Ferdinand assassinated.

August4, 1914 | Germany invades Belgium.

September-October 1914 Battles ofthe Marne and Ypres begin.

November1914 7 War expandsto Turkey.

May7, 1915. | "German submarinessink Lusitania.

a 1916-1917 ae ae

Februry 1916 o | Battle of Verdun begins.

July 1916 | Battle of the Sommebegins. u

March 15, 1917 Tsar Nicholas of Russia abdicates.

April 6, 1917 | United States enters war against Germany.

December 1917 | j Russia withdrawsfrom the war.

ns 1918-1919
November 11,1918— | Germany signsarmistice agreement. a

January 1919 En Paris Peace Conference.

June 28, 1919 . | World War| officially ends.  
New Technologies in Weapons

New technologies contributed to the mass casualties seen in World WarI.

Machine gunskilled and maimed thousandsofsoldiers. Poison gas blinded and

suffocated its victims. Gas masks becamepart of every soldier’s equipment.
Barbed wire protected trenches. Attacking soldiers slowed by or entangled in

the spiky wire were easy targets for enemy machine gunners. Armored tanks

could cross open terrain, crushing anyone and anything in their path.

Armies deployed airplanes in combat for the first time. Pilots engaged in

one-on-one combat with machine guns mountedin the cockpit. By the end ofthe
war, both sides used planes to drop small bombs on enemytargets, the first form

of aerial bombardment. At sea, German submarines sank enemy warships and

merchantvessels. The Germans expertly developed their submarine, or U-boat,

program, deploying more than 100 ofthe vessels, during the course of the war.

Protest and Insurrection

Stalemate on the battlefront demoralized the troops. On both sides soldiers

beganto feel abandonedbytheir respective leaders. Some men mutinied and

openly refused to fight. Others began to sabotage equipment or desert their

posts. One ofthe largest mutinies took place among Frenchsoldiers during the
Second Battle ofAisne in 1917. Soldiers in 136 regiments refused to man the

front lines. Thousands deserted. Around 40,000 menparticipated in various
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acts of mutiny. General Henri Petain finally brought the rebellion to a halt.

Twenty-six men were executed. The rest returned to their posts.
The cost of the war sparked unrest at home, too. In Russia and Ireland

revolutions began to remake Europeansociety andpolitics.

Easter Rebellion in Ireland For decades the Irish had sought to free
their island from British rule. Despite their differences with Britain, though,

thousandsofIrish soldiers enlisted to fight with the British in World WarI.

Heavylossesin the trenches increased resentmentat home. ManyIrish believed

that the British had no intention of honoring the Irish Home Rule Bill that had

been passed by the British parliament but “temporarily” suspended with the
outbreak of WWI. On April 23, Easter Sunday, 1916, a rebellion broke out in

Dublin, Ireland’s capital. A weekof street fighting betweenIrish rebels and

British troops ended with the uprising crushed. Around 1,350 people had been

killed or wounded. The British executed 15 rebel leaders. In 1922, a treaty

divided Irelandinto the Irish Free State and British Northern Ireland. Conflict

would continue to plague Ireland for most of the 20th century.

Russian Revolution Russia’s war with Germanyleft the country drained

and impoverished. Workers went onstrike. Riots broke out. After going to
the Eastern Front to personally command the war effort, Tsar Nicholas II

returned home. Unable to establish order, Tsar Nicholas II abdicated his throne

in March 1917, and a provisional government took over. However, the new

government’s weak leadership and insistence on continuing the war effort
made it vulnerable. In October the Bolshevik party seized power. Vladimir

Lenin, a communist leader, controlled the new government.

In December 1917, Russia and Germany negotiated an armistice, a

cessation of fighting, and the March 1918 Treaty of Brest-Litovsk officially

marked the end of Russia’s war. Lenin had agreedto the terms ofthe treaty in

return for Germany's help in returning himto Russia from exile in Switzerland.
In 1922, Russia became the Soviet Union, the world’s largest communist

country. Relations between the Soviet Union and Germany remained tense.

The two countries would confront one another again in World WarII.

World War I as a Global Conflict

The war in Europe quickly spread to the Middle East, North Africa, and Asia.

Japan declared war on Germany and seized Germany’s colony in China. Arabs
began to revolt against the Ottoman Empire in the Arabian Peninsula. By the

end of 1914, World WarI wastruly a global conflict.

Armenian Genocide In 1915, the Ottoman government began a

systematic program to seize Armenian land and deport Armeniansfrom Turkey.

The Armenians were a Christian minority who lived mainly in northeastern

Turkey. Turkey’s Muslim rulers feared that the Armenians were potential

traitors who would betray the empireifthey had a chance to win autonomy.
Ottoman authorities encouraged ethnic Turks to rise up against their

Armenian neighbors. Many Armenians were murdered outright, while others

died of hunger, thirst, and disease on the forced march from their homes to
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campsin the deserts of Syria and Iraq. Between 1915 and 1916, an estimated

1 million or more Armenians died. Many Armenians and their supporters

have describedthe actions of the Turks as genocide, an attempt at complete
extermination of all people in an ethnic or religious group. The Turkish

governmenthas denied the charge of genocide.

Arab revolt against the Turks Although both Arabs and Turks were
Muslim, the Arabs regarded the Turks as oppressors. As the Ottoman Empire

weakened, Arabtribes in the Arabian Peninsula organized attacks on Ottoman

posts. The British supported the Arabs and supplied them with weapons and

advisors led by the famous Lawrence of Arabia, Colonel T.E. Lawrence. Emir

Faisal ofArabia drove the Ottomans from the cities of Mecca and Medina. In
Syria and Lebanon, Arab nationalists overthrew Ottomanrulers.

Afterthe war, however, Britain betrayed earlier promises to support Arab
nationalism, and the Arabs failed to establish independentstates.

Japanese Aggression in the Pacific Japan declared war on Germanyin

1914. Japanese troops seized many ofGermany’sislandterritories in the South
Pacific as well as territory on mainland China. In 1916, Russia helped Japan

extend its reach into Manchuria. Japan attended the Peace Conferencein Paris

but did not gain anyterritory. Anti-Japanese sentiment forced the Japanese out

of China. Thesefrustrations of Japan’s territorial ambitions fueled its desire

for an empire. In 1933, Japan returned to Manchuria, beginning its imperialist
collision course with the United States and World WarII in the Pacific.

The Balance of PowerShifts

After World WarI, the balance ofpowershifted. The United States emergedas

a world leader. The Austro-Hungarian Empire disbanded andsplit into several

smaller states. Under the mandate system, authorized by the peacetreaty,

victor nations took control over Middle Eastern territories once ruled by the
Ottoman Empire. They also acquired Germany’s colonies in Africa and the
Pacific.

France and Britain controlled the regions of Palestine and Syria. Britain,

France, Belgium, and Australia governed Germany’s former possessions
in Africa. The dissolution of the Ottoman Empire led to the creation of the

modern state of Turkey, under the leadership of Kamal Ataturk, in 1923.

Turkey became an independent state. Although sympathetic to the Allies,it
did not participate in World WarII.

The Peace Settlement

Thepeace conference convenedin Paris on January 4, 1919. The United States,
Great Britain, France, andItaly led the negotiations. These countries, known as

the “big four,” wanted to establish long-term peace in Europe and beyond. At

the forefront of this movement was U.S. President Woodrow Wilson. In early

1918, Wilson had introduced his “Fourteen Points,” an idealistic vision for

postwar peace and security in Europe and beyond. In many ways, the points
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delivered what Wilson called “peace without victory”—aresolution to the war

in which humiliation, resentment, and a desire for revenge could be avoided.

However, the stunning ravagesof the warput the leaders of Britain (David

Lloyd-George) and France (George Clemenceau) in a much less charitable

frame of mind, They insisted Germany acceptguilt for starting the war and pay

heavy reparations to the victorious nations. They hoped to cripple Germany’s

ability to wage warin Europe everagain.

The Termsof the Treaty

The Treaty of Versailles required Germany to give up 10 percentof its land

and all of its foreign colonies. The nation was forced to disarm. The Germans
had to officially accept responsibility for the war and pay a total amounting to

$37billion U.S. dollars to the victorious nations. Germansresented these terms.
Economic difficulties madeit almost impossible for them to meettheirpayments.

The democratic Weimer Republic, established after the war, could not, atfirst,

rebuild the economy orstabilize German society. Extreme nationalist groups

readily exploited the unrest, and Germany began to move toward fascism.

The League of Nations

Created aspart of the Treaty of Versailles, the League of Nations was intended

as a forum where nations could try to resolve their differences. Its charter, or
covenant, was based in part on Wilson’s Fourteen Points. Wilson believed an

international organization supported by a majority of nations could prevent

future wars. Oneofthe League’s main goals was international disarmament, for

without weapons,nations could notfight wars. Both the treaty and the covenant

went into effect on January 10, 1920.

Thefirst meeting of the League’s General Assembly took place in Geneva,

Switzerland, on November 15. The Leagueneverlived upto its high ideals. The

Assembly was plaguedby suspicion. Nonationtrusted the others enough to give

up its arms. Wilson, who had refused to take any Senate leaders to Paris with

him, could not now convince the Senateto ratify the Versailles Treaty. Without

U.S. support the League remained weak. Germany and the Soviet Union were
also nonparticipants. Though the League continued to existlegally, it hadlittle

influence. The League of Nations officially disbanded in 1946 when it was

replaced by the United Nations.

New States Emerge in Europe

The collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire after World WarI led to the

formation of several new states. Austria, Hungary, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and

Yugoslavia all emerged from parts of the former empire. Though mostofthese

states wanted to be democratic, political unrest and economic crises created

instability and left them vulnerable to authoritarian movements.

° Poland Poland became an independent republic in 1918. In 1926, Josef

Pilsudski overthrew the government and becamedictator. Many Poles

welcomedhis rule, believing he could enforce order and unity.
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WORLD WAR I BATTLES AND POST-WAR BOUNDARIES
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e Czechoslovakia Czechoslovakia was formedby the unification of

the Czech Republic and Slovakia. Ofall the new nations formed after

World WarI it was, by far, the most democratic and prosperous.

> Hungary Hungary split from Austria in 1918. In 1920, the victorious

nations ofWorld WarI forced Hungary to surrender mostofits
territory. The country becameincreasingly totalitarian—a centralized

governmentled by a dictator, allowing no opposition.

¢ Yugoslavia In the Balkan region, the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes
emerged under the control of the ruling Serbian dynasty. Dissatisfaction

and struggle amongthe ethnic groupsled to the declaration of a royal

dictatorship in 1929 andthe renaming of the country: Yugoslavia.

Extremism Spreads Throughout Europe

During the 1920s and 1930s, fascism, an extreme form ofnationalism, spread
throughout Europe.In manynations, fascism wassimply onepolitical ideology

among many, but in Italy first and then Germany, fascist movements took

control of the government completely. Benito Mussolini andhis fascist gang,

known as the Blackshirts, gained control of the Italian government through
legal means.
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Adolf Hitler, leader of the National Socialist German Workers Party (Nazi
Party), became chancellor of Germany in 1933. Despite its “socialist” name,

the Nazis were militant fascists. Hitler was a rabid racist and anti-Semite,

one who promotes discrimination of Jews, who stoked ethnic prejudice and

religious bigotry to divide Germans. He told Germansthey had beenvictimized

by the Treaty of Versailles and had no obligation to honorits terms. With the

inherent weakness of the Weimarconstitution, he wasalso able to gain control

of the government.

Mussolini welcomed Hitleras an ally. In spring 1939, Germany andItaly

declared the Pact of Steel, cementing their mutualpolitical and military support.

Two years later Japan joined the alliance, and the three nations—Germany,Italy,

and Japan—became known as the Axis powers. The rise of fascism placed the

free nations of Europe and therest of the world in grave danger.

Appeasement and Expansion

The war-weary French andthe British feared another costly war with Germany.

Neither country wanted to sacrifice a new generation of soldiers to combat.
As a result, both countries followed a policy of appeasement toward Hitler.

They granted him what he wished in return for peace. The United States, too,

had little interest in confronting the German dictator. Americans wanted to

focus on their own problems. The economic depression of the 1930s left the

country struggling with high unemployment. Isolationist policies restricted
immigration and encouragedpeopleto turn away from Europe andits conflicts.

In addition, deep distrust and political differences between the Soviet Union

and the capitalist nations madeit difficult for them to present a united front

against the fascist states. Germany, Italy, and Japan took advantage of the

fear, isolationism, and discord to begin expanding their military power and

annexing newterritory.

Remilitarization of the Rhineland The Treaty of Versailles forbid

Germany from arming the Rhineland, a German region bordering France and

Belgium. In March 1936, Hitler sent troops to the region. He wanted totest

whether Britain and France were committed to enforcing the treaty. When
neither nation challenged him, he accelerated his drive toward rearmament

and focused his plans for expansion into Austria and Eastern Europe.

Italian Invasion of Ethiopia Italy had maintained colonies in East Africa
since the late 19th century. In October 1935, Italy invaded the independent

state of Ethiopia. The Italian conquest of Ethiopia threatened the British,

who controlled the Suez Canal in Egypt. Although the League of Nations

condemned Italy’s actions, member nations enacted only token economic

sanctions againstItaly.

Annexation of Austria On March 12, 1938, Germany annexed Austria.

Nazis had influenced Austrian politics for several years, and Nazi propaganda

had generated strong support for Germany in Austria. Many Austrians
welcomedthe Germans, Ina plebiscite, or referendum, conducted in October,
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a near total majority of Austrians declared themselves in favor of unification

with Germany, a questionable vote that merely reinforced an establishedfact.

Munich Agreement Inaneffort to avoid conflict, Great Britain and France

agreed to let Germany annex the border regions of Czechoslovakia known

as Sudetenland. Germany claimed that these areas had beensettled by ethnic

Germansanddid not actually belong to Czechoslovakia. In return, Germany

promised to maintain peace in Europe andleave the rest of Czechoslovakia
alone. Britain, France,Italy, and Germanyall signed the Munich Agreement

on September 30, 1938. Less than a year later in March 1939, Germany

openly violated the Munich Agreementby seizing the Czechoslovakian states

of Moravia and Bohemia. Though alarmed, Britain and Francestill did not

challenge Hitler.

Fearing it would be the next target of German aggression, Poland turned

to France and Britain for protection. Both nations pledged to defend Poland’s
borders if it was attacked by Germany.

Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact The Soviet Union was not ready to

engage in another major war with Germany. On August 23, 1939, the two
nations signed a non-pact, promising that they would not attack one another

for ten years. They also agreed that they would divide Poland between them.

This pactessentially gave Germany the freedom to invade Poland a weeklater

without fear of any opposition from the Soviet Union. In return, Germany

allowed the Soviet Union to take control of the eastern part of Poland and
did not protest the Soviet invasion of Finland or the Soviet annexation of the

Baltic states and Romania. The pact dissolved with the Germaninvasion ofthe
Soviet Union in 1941,

World WarIl

World War II took place in two major regions of the globe, or theaters of

war—the Theater of Europe and the Theater of the Pacific. The warpitted the

Axis powersagainstthe Allies. The Axis powers consisted mainly ofGermany,

Italy, and Japan. All had fascist governments dedicated to military conquest.
Adolf Hitler of Germany, Benito Mussolini of Italy, and General Hideki Tojo

of Japan led the Axis nations. The major nations of the Allies were Great

Britain, the United States, and the Soviet Union. The British Commonwealth

nations of Canada, Australia, and New Zealand also fought with the Allies.

Winston Churchill of Britain, Franklin D. Roosevelt of the United States, and

Josef Stalin of the Soviet Union led the Allies. Britain and the United States

were both democracies, while the Soviet Union was a Communistdictatorship.

Thethree nations decided to put their political differences aside, however, to

combat a common enemy.
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World War II Begins

In 1937 Japan invaded and conquereda large part of eastern China,instigating

the initial phase of the warin the Pacific. The Japanese then began to expand

their empire across the region, seizing Guam and Wake Island. In Europe,

Germany prepared to seize Poland. Germany relied on a strategy called
blitzkrieg, or lightning war. Blitzkrieg used a combination oftanks, troops,

and air power to overwhelm the opposition’s defenses as rapidly as possible.

Once the Germans broke through enemy lines, they used maximum force

to intimidate the civilian population and crush the opposing army. German

officers became expertsin blitzkrieg tactics. Between 1939 and 1941, Germany

conquered Poland, Yugoslavia, Greece, and most ofWestern Europe including

France, Belgium, Norway, Denmark, and the Netherlands.

Polish Campaign of 1939 World War II began in Europe with the

Germaninvasion of Poland on September1, 1939. In the face of such blatant

Nazi aggression, Britain and France could no longer avoid war. Honoring

their commitment to Poland, they declared war on Germany twodayslater on

September 3. They could dolittle to help Poland, though. On September27,

Poland surrendered. The Soviet Union invaded Poland from theeast, quickly

occupying that half of the country.

France Surrenders After quickly gaining control of the “Low

Countries” (Belgium, Netherlands, and Luxembourg), Germany invaded
France in May 1940. France surrendered to Germany on June 24, 1940.

Marshall Pétain signed the armistice on behalf of France. In return for his

cooperation, Hitler gave him official control of southern France, which

became knownasVichy France, namedforthe town that was hometo Pétain’s

collaborationist government. Germanycontrolled northern France, including

the city of Paris. In theory, Vichy wasa free state. In reality, it was a puppet
state of the Nazis. Pétain simply enacted Nazi laws. After France’s surrender

to Germany, General Charles de Gaulle began to organize a French army in

exile. In France, a strong resistance movement worked to undermine German

rule and helped the Allies by providingintelligence on German movements.

Operation Barbarossa On June 22, 1941, Germany launched Operation

Barbarossa, a three-pronged invasion of the Soviet Union. Hitler had never

intended to honor his non-aggression pact with Stalin. He needed Russia’s
natural resources, especially iron, coal, and oil, to support his army. He also

saw the Soviet Union asa threat to his control of Eastern Europe. More than 3

million soldiers attacked the Soviet Union. The Eastern Frontstretched nearly

1,500 miles from the Baltic Sea in the north to the Black Sea in the south.

Germanyanticipated an easy victory. The Soviets, however,rallied after a
series ofinitial losses and putup surprising resistance, forcing the Germans to

endure a Russian winter. Soviet forces repelled a German attack on Moscow

in the winter of 1941. Germany continued to occupy parts of the Soviet Union

until 1944, but they were neverable to subdue the country completely.

436 AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY



The Holocaust

Anti-Semitism had a long history in Europe before 1800. In the 19th and 20th

centuries, the debate became more intense. The legacy of the Enlightenment

supported tolerance, so some people opposed discrimination against Jews.

However, as societies focused more on the concept of race, people debated
whether somepeople wereracially superior to others. For Hitler and the Nazis,

anti-Semitism was a core part of their belief that Germans were “Aryans,”

northern European who formed a superior race. They viewed Jewsasinferior,

and they blamed Jews for Germany’s economic problems after World WarI.

Nazis referred to “Jewish Question,” the issue ofhow to end Jewish influence
in Germany.

Nuremberg Laws Beginning in 1935 Hitler’s government enacted a series

of laws that denied German Jewstheir citizenship andcivil rights. Known as

the Nuremberg Laws, these acts forbade marriages between Jews and non-

Jews. Jews could no longer employ non-Jews or work in certain businesses.
Jewish doctors could not treat non-Jewish patients. Eventually the laws were

extended to mean that Jews could notattend public schools or universities or

mingle in public places with non-Jews. Jews had to carry identity cardsatall

times. Later, the Nazi government requiredall Jews in Germany and German-
occupiedterritories to wear a yellow star on their clothes.

Kristallnacht On the night of November 9-10, 1938, the Nazi

government unleashed a wave of pogroms, or organized assaults on Jews. In

Germany, Austria, Poland, and Czechoslovakia, mobs attacked Jewish homes,
businesses, and synagogues. They smashed windows, looted goods and burned

buildings. Called Kristallnacht, or the Night ofBroken Glass, theseattacks left

many Jewish communities in ruins. At least 91 individuals died, and around

30,000 Jewish men were rounded up and deported to concentration camps. An
estimated 7,500 Jewish-owned businesses were destroyed, and at least 270

synagogues were burned. By the end of 1939, more than 100,000 Jews had fled

Germany and Austria.

Foreign Responses to Persecution Anti-Semitism was so accepted in

Europe andthe United States that other governmentdidlittle to stop the Nazis.

However, Jews resisted when they could, and some non-Jews tried to help

them escape to other countries. Some countries, including the United States,

accepted only a small number of refugees. Most Jews who did leave went
to nearby countries that were later overrun by the Nazis. By October 1941,

Jewish emigration wasofficially forbidden.

Wannsee Conference and the Final Solution On January 20, 1942,

Naziofficials met in Wannsee, a neighborhoodnear Berlin, to plan the “final

solution”to the Jewish Question. They decided to murderall Jews. Their plan

was an example of genocide.
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The Nazis tattooed an identification number oneachperson sent to a concentration camp.

Credit: Getty Images

Labor Camps and Death Camps During World War IL the Nazis

operated about 40,000 camps. Most were prisons and slave labor sites where

people were worked until they died. Camp inmates died of starvation, cold,
sickness, beatings, and gunshot wounds. In several camps Nazi doctors

performed cruel experiments designed to see how people reacted to brutally

cold temperatures, drowning, diseases, and other deadly conditions.

A few of the sites were concentration camps, camps designed for the

purpose of killing human beings. In the largest of these camps, Auschwitz,

Nazis murdered more than 1 million Jews.

Persecution and Resistance Many Jews were killed in gas chambers in

the concentration camps. Others died in mass executions, especially in the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. On September 29-30, 1941, Nazi forces

shot 33,771 Jews and buried them in a mass grave at Babi Yar, outside the city

of Kiev in Ukraine.In several cities Jews were forced into overcrowdedareas
called ghettos. Walled off from the larger city, they were denied food, water,

and basic sanitation services.
Tn Warsaw, Poland, approximately 400,000 people were packedinto an area

of 1.3 square miles. At least 83,000 died ofstarvation and disease. Thousands

of others were deported to death camps. In April 1943, several hundred

resistors staged a revolt, attacking German soldiers with homemade grenades

and weapons smuggled in from the outside. The uprising took the Germans by

surprise, temporarily driving them away. The revolt lasted four weeks. In the
end, the Germans captured and killed almost all of the rebels. A small number

were able to escape and find shelter outside the ghetto. When the Soviet forces

liberated Warsaw from Nazi control in 1945, approximately 11,500 Jews in
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the entire city had survived out of an original population of around 350,000.

While the uprising had failed,it served as an inspiration to Holocaust survivors
throughout Europe andis still commemorated in Israel today.

Before Hitler’s rise to power, approximately 9 million Jews lived in Europe.

Between 1933 and the end of the war in 1945, an estimated 6 million, or two

thirds, would die. Jewsreferred to this slaughter as the Shoah, a Hebrew word

meaning destruction. In the 1950s historians translated this as the Holocaust,
a word derived from Greek meaning sacrifice or burntoffering.

In addition to murdering Jews, Nazis murder about 5 million other people.

They singled out groups they viewed as inferior for death. Among these were

Slavs (including Poles and Sovietprisoners of war), Roma (formerly knownas

Gypsies), gay men,lesbians, and people with mental and physicaldisabilities.
The Nazis also massacred socialists, communists, and others politically

opposed to them.

The Allied Victory

The United States entered World WarII with the Japanese bombing ofPearl

Harbor, Hawaii, on December7, 1941. Immediately after the attack, the United

States declared war on Japan; Germany andItaly declared war on the United
States, which then respondedin kind.

Although Germanyhadahighly trained army,theAllies enjoyedsignificant

advantages. The Unites States was rich in natural resources, especially oil.

The United States had a large population that could be mobilized for war and

manufacturing industries that could produce weaponsand other war materials.

Britain Holds Out Under the leadership ofWinston Churchill, the British

had proven that they hadthe will to resist Germany. They had withstood severe

aerial bombardment during the Battle of Britain from July to November 1940.
The battle took place almost entirely in the air, and Britain’s Royal Air Force

had demonstrated that it had the skill and determination to protect the British
Isles from German invasion.

Russian Endurance Russians also resisted the German onslaught. In

December 1941, Soviet forces drove Germans from Moscow. During the

Siege of Leningrad, which lasted from September 1941 to January 1944,

Soviet civilians and military endured brutal conditions rather than surrenderto
the Nazis. The mostsignificant battle took place at Stalingrad. The Germans

launched a massiveattack in the summerof 1942in an effort to seize the Volga

River andthe oil fields of the Caucasus. By the spring of 1943 the Germans

had lost the entire 6th Army (over 750,000 casualties) and the Soviet Union

held Stalingrad. From that point the Germans were on the defensive on the
Eastern Front.

The War in North Africa Hitler regarded the conquest of North Africa

as key to the control of the shipping lanes of the Mediterranean and the Suez
Canal. He wanted access to the oil fields of the Middle East in order to fuel

Germantanksandplanes,and he wanted to denythatoil to the British. After a

four-yearbattle for North Africa, the Allies won control of the region in 1943.
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The Warin Italy After the conquest of North Africa, the Allies turned to

Italy. If they could seize the airfields in Rome, they could launch bombing raids

on Berlin from there instead of London. The shorter distance would conserve

fuel and lives. British and American troops invadedtheisland ofSicily in July
1943, a few months before Mussolini was overthrown. After a year of hard

fighting, the Allies controlled Rome.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Date

1933

January 1933 | Hitler appointed chancellor of Germany.

pi Fe 1938-1941

November 1938 Germanyand Italy sign the Rome-Berlin Axis.

March 1938 Germany annexes Austria.

September 1938 Munich agreementsigned.

September 1939 Germany invades Poland; World WarIl begins.

May-June 1940 Germany invades and defeats France.

September 1940 Germany, Italy, and Japan sign the Tripartite Pact.

December1941 United States enters the war.

June 1941 Germany invades Soviet Union.

1944-1945

June 1944 Allies land in France.

January 1945 Soviets beginliberation of Eastern Europe.

February 1945 Allied leaders hold the Yalta Conference.

May7, 1945 Germany surrenders.

August6 and 9, 1945 United States drops atomic bombson Japan.

September22, 1945 Japan surrenders; World WarIl ends.   
The War in Western Europe On June6, 1944, Allied troops, led by U.S.

General Dwight D. Eisenhower and British General Bernard Montgomery,

landed on Normandy Beach on the coast of France. Known as D-Day, the

invasion wasthefirst step in the Allied effort to liberate Western Europe from

Nazi control and ultimately defeat Germany. Approximately 175,000 Allied

troops faced 850,000 Germansoldiers. The two sides fought for over a month.
Air support tipped the battle in the Allies’ favor. Allied bombing raids pushed

the Germans back.
On July 25, the Allies broke through Germanlines, Within a month, Allied

forces had liberated most ofFrance, Belgium,and the Netherlands. In December

the German army attemptedto stop the Allied advance at the Battle of the Bulge

in Belgium. Although the Allies suffered high casualties, the German assault

failed. The Allies continued their advance on Berlin from the west.
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Meanwhile, Soviet forces drove the Germans out of Eastern Europe. They

marched toward Berlin from the east. Facing certain defeat, Hitler and several
of his high-ranking officers committed suicide. On May 7, 1945 the German

army surrendered to Allied forces. The war in Europe was over.

The Yalta Conference On February 4, 1945, Roosevelt, Stalin, and
Churchill met at Yalta in the state of Crimeain order to discuss the defeat of

Germanyand the Allied occupation ofGermany. They agreed onthe following:

> France shouldtake part in the administration of Germanyafter the war

+ Germany as a whole, and Berlin in particular, would be divided into

four occupation zones administered by Great Britain, the Soviet Union,
the United States, and France

» Eastern European countries liberated from Germany would be allowed
to hold free elections

Stalin also agreed that the Soviet Union wouldjoin the Allies in the war in
the Pacific against Japan.

All parties agreed that Germany would be required to pay reparations,

but the reparations would not be excessive, and the civilian population would

be allowed to rebuild their country as long as they accepted the terms of the
Allied victory.

However, the Soviets did not fully honor the promise of free elections
in Eastern Europe. Stalin wanted pro-Soviet governments in that region to

serve as a buffer between the Soviet Union and Germany. Even before the end

of the war, it became clear to Roosevelt and Churchill that Eastern Europe

would becomepart of the communist bloc of nations. Nevertheless, the Yalta

Conference did foster peaceful cooperation among the Allies in Western
Europe and helpedset the terms for the German surrender.

The End of the Pacific War In July 1945, the Allied Powers met at

Potsdam, Germany, to discuss outlining Japan's terms of surrender. The Allies

and some Japanese leaders recognized that Japan was almost defeated. In

August, the United States dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Japan formally surrendered on September2.

Category World War | World War Il

Military Deaths 10 million 23 million

Military Injuries 22 million 25 million

Civilian Deaths 9 million 49 million

 

Source: www.nationalww2museum.org/students-teachers/student-resources/research-starters/
research-starters-worldwide-deaths-world-war
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HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES: HOW HAVE PEOPLE REMEMBERED

THE HOLOCAUST?

Bytelling the story of the past, history helps people define what is

important to them. Efforts to remember the Holocaust have shaped not

only how peoplerecall the Nazi period in Germanhistory,butalso horrific

events in general.

The First Memories Inthe first two decades after World War II, the

Holocaust did not receive as muchattention as it later would. One reason

for the lack of attention was the Cold War. For example, in East Germany,

sites such as Buchenwald served as memorials to the triumph of the

German Communist Party over the fascists. This view highlighted the

Marxists rather than the Jews killed by the Nazis. In the United States,

according to historian Peter Novick, people focused more on a new

enemy, the Soviet Union, and a new ally, West Germany,rather than on

the atrocities committed in the war.

Memories began to change in the 1960s. People inside and outside of

Germany wanted to preserve the stories of survivors and victims, The

publication of The Diary ofAnne Frank in 1962 provided the world with

an individual story that people could identify with. It was a personaltale

of courage and suffering that was easier to grasp than the overwhelming

facts ofthe entire Holocaust.

New Attitudes Among Germans By 1992,the 50th anniversary of the

Wannsee Conference, Germany had committeditself to confronting its

past. The country’s president reminded all Germans at the opening of

the Holocaust Museum that they had a special commitment to ethnic

toleration. This commitment became evident by the willingness of many

Germansto take in refugees from Syria and elsewhere in the 2010s,

Changes in Commemoration Scholar Jay Winter studied how the

memorials people created after World War II compared to those created

after World WarI. Those built after the first war seemed to draw upon

medieval Christian themes and metaphors often associated with the end

of the world, knownas the Apocalypse. They often promoted democratic

values. For example, many tributes included an alphabetical listing of

names of those who died, without including the social or even military

rank,

Thereaction to the horrors of the Holocaust caused people to rethink the

long history and structure of commemoration. The victims were Jews,

not Christians. Further, they were innocentcivilians, not soldiers going

off to fight for their country or some other purpose. Winter wrote, “Sites

of memory are places where people affirm their faith that history has
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meaning. What kind ofsite is appropriate where the majority of people

see no meaningat all in the events being marked in time and space?”
In 2017, Winter explained how memorial spaces became “flattened-out

spaces for mourning and contemplation of the horror of war.” World War

II memorials in Europe today represent Europe’s respectfor humanrights

and peace, andthe greatest atrocities have their own memorials.

KEY TERMS BY THEME

Identity concentration camp puppet state

anti-Semite disarmament referendum

Geography totalitarian reparations

novmari’s land fascism stalemate

ghetto theater of war

Governance Holocaust trench warfare

alliance mandate World War

armistice militarism Technolo
bloc ram Dies gy

appeasement zkrieg     

 

This Soviet memorial to victory ofWorld WarII is in Volgograd. Thecity, then
knownas Stalingrad, wasthesite of the one of the turning points of the war. Ina
five-month battle, the Soviets suffered approximately as manycasualties as the
United States suffered the entire war. The Soviet victory permanently weakened
the German military.

Credit: Getty Images
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

Questions 1-3 refer to the passage below.

“The cannon fodder loaded onto trains in August and September is moldering

in the killing fields of Belgium... Across the ocean stretch thousands of

greedy hands to snatch it up. Business thrives in the ruins. Cities become

piles of ruins; villages become cemeteries; countries, deserts; populations are

beggared; churches, horse stalls. International law, treaties and alliances, the

most sacred words and the highest authority have been torn in shreds. Every

sovereign ‘by the grace of God’ is called a rogue and lying scoundrel by his

cousin on the other side. Every diplomatis a cunning rascalto his colleagues

in the other party. Every government sees every other as dooming its own

people and worthy only of universal contempt. There are food riots in Venice,

in Lisbon, Moscow, Singapore. There is plague in Russia, and misery and

despair everywhere. Violated, dishonored, wading in blood, dripping filth—

there stands bourgeois society... Today’s world waris entirely a competitive

struggle amongst fully mature capitalisms for world domination, for the

exploitation of the remaining zones of the world not yet capitalistic.”

Rosa Luxemburg, The Junius Pamphlet: The Crisis in German Social-

Democracy, 1915

1. The conditions described in this passage were mostdirectly a result of

which development?

a) Thestrains of a military stalemate and total war

b) The economiccrisis generated by the Great Depression

€) The use of blitzkrieg warfare

d) Governmentefforts to incite revolution in enemy nations

2. Luxemburg’s attitude toward the war implies that she was most

influenced by which ideology?

a) Liberalism

b) Marxism

ec) Romanticism

d) Nationalism

3. Sentiments similar to those expressed in this passage led most directly

to which result?

a) The acceptance by Germanyofwarguilt in the Versailles Treaty

b) The desire of womento take jobs in war industries

c) The entry of the United States into World War I

d) The outbreak of a revolution that overthrew the Russian tsar
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Questions 4-5 refer to the map below.

THE BALKANS,1913
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4. Comparing this map with one ofthe same region a century earlier

would highlight the importance of

a) conservativism in reaction against the Englightenment

b) nationalism in reaction against multiethnic empires

€) socialism in reaction against capitalism

d) anarchism in reaction against the growth of government

5. How would a map ofthis region look different a decadelater?

a) Serbia, Montenegro, and parts of Austria-Hungary would combine

to form a new state,

b) Serbia, Bulgaria, and part of Greece would be part of the Ottoman
Empire.

ec) Serbia and Montenegro would be part of Austria-Hungary.

a) Serbia, Albania, and Romania would each be divided into smaller

states.
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Questions 6-8 refer to the cartoon below.

 

  
   

“Why should we take a stand
about someone pushing someone
else whenit's all so far away. . .”

David Low, “Increasing Pressure,” Evening Standard, a British newspaper, February 18, 1938

Credit: https://archive.cartoons.ac.uk/record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=DL1304

6. TheBritish policy depicted in the cartoon had whichofthe following

effects on Europeanpolitics in the period before World WarII?

a) It helped European economiesrecover from the Great Depression.

b) It reaffirmed the peace settlement made by the Treaty of Versailles.

c) It allowedfascist states to rearm and expandtheirterritory.

d) It encouraged loyalty from subjects of the British Empire.

7. Which of the following was the mostsignificant factor in contributing

to the British attitude in the cartoon?

a) Thelosses and devastation caused by World WarI

b) Confidencein the diplomatic influence of the League of Nations

©) The establishment of a British alliance with the Soviet Union

d) The presence of a significant German population in Britain

8. Which ofthe following best describes the purpose of the cartoon?

a) To mock the weakness of other European countries

b) To encourage British isolationism

e) To criticize the British policy of appeasement

d) To glorify German military strength
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SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. Use the passages below to answerall parts of the question that follows.

Passage 1

It is my purpose, as one wholived andacted in these days, to show how

easily the tragedy of the Second World Warcould have been prevented...We

shall see how the counsels of prudenceandrestraint may becomethe prime

agents of mortal danger; how the middle course adopted from desires for

safety and a quiet life may be foundto leaddirect to the bull’s-eyedisaster. ,.

It is the fact that whereas “appeasement”in all forms only encouraged their

aggression and gave the Dictators more powerwith their people.

Winston Churchill, The Gathering Storm, 1948

Passage 2

In analyzing appeasement, it is necessary to examinetherole of the British

prime minister, Neville Chamberlain, who was not as foolish as some have

imagined...The Western democracies have been denouncedfortheir failure

to go to war against Germany before 1939. Such accusationsfail to take into

account the public moodand the lack of military preparedness on the part

of France or Great Britain. It is importantto realize that the Western leaders

who had to make the decision for war or peace had grave doubts about the

capabilities of their armed forces.

Keith Eubanks, The Origins of World WarII, 1969

a) Describe ONE majordifference between Churchill’s and Eubank’s

interpretations of the origins of World WarII.

b) Describe ONEhistorical event or development from 1930 to 1939

that could be used to support Churchill’s interpretation.

e) Describe ONEhistorical event or development from 1930 to 1939

that could be used to support Eubank’s interpretation.

2. Answerall parts of the question thatfollows.

a) Describe ONEsimilarity in the causes of World War I and World
WarII.

b) Describe ONEdifference in the causes of World War I and World
WarII.

ce) Explain why results of World War I and World WarII differed.
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LONG ESSAY QUESTIONS

1. Evaluate the extent to which developments in the Balkans were the

mostsignificant factor leading to World WarI.

2. Evaluate the extent to which the Germans and French viewed the

Versailles Treaty differently.

REFLECT ON THE GHAPTER ESSENTIAL QUESTION

1. In one to three paragraphs, explain how warand instability in thefirst

half of the 20th century gave way to the Cold War.

WRITE AS A HISTORIAN: EVALUATE TURNING POINTS

The move from oneperiod into anotheris based on somesignificant event or

change. Some events appearinevitable. For instance, World WarII might seem

to be destined to occur because of the Treaty of Versailles and the weakness

of the League ofNations. However, no events in history were truly inevitable.

People always made choice. This is the idea of contingency, that history

happenedasit did because multiple factors came together.

You can highlight the role of contingency by asking what might have happened

if someone had madea different decision. If the assassin of Franz Ferdinand

had decidednotto carry out the act, would World WarI still have happened?

Historians cannot answer “what if” questions with confidence, but trying to

answer them shows how important a decision can be.

Develop “what if” questions for the statements below to suggest howthese

turning-point events might have had different results than they actually did.

1. World WarI destroyed Europe’s balance of power, and the Treaty of

Versailles created instability in which extremist ideologies emerged.

The breakdownofthat settlement led to World WarII.

2. Newlyestablished postwar democracies in central and Eastern Europe

were too weakto providestability, leading to failed states.

3. The Nazi government in Germany undertookthe annihilation of Jews

from the whole continent(the Holocaust), as well as the murder of

other targeted groups of Europeans.

4. The uneasy alliance between Soviet Russia and the West during World

War II gave way after 1945 to a Cold War between the democratic

capitalist states of Western Europeallied with the United States and the

communist bloc of Eastern Europe dominated by the Soviet Union.
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