
22

Western Prosperity and

Eastern Communism

“Our policy is not directed against any country or doctrine but against hunger,

poverty, desperation, and chaos.”

—George C. Marshall, June 1947

Essential Question: How did economic growth and political conflict
influence Europein the secondhalf of the 20th
century?

Wena War II had seen the temporary alliance of Western democracies

with the Soviet Union in order to defeat fascism. After the war, however, the

ideological conflict between democracy and communism hardened into the

Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union. This conflict was

also reflected in the different types of economies that developed in Western
and Eastern Europe. These differing economic systems continued to reflect

conflicting conceptions ofthe relationship between the individual and thestate.

Economic Growth and the Welfare State

Even in the democracies of Western Europe, governments became more

involved in managing economic decisions during World WarI, the Great
Depression, and World WarII. This practice continued after World WarII as

governments actively managed their economies and used the benefits of post-

war growth to provide increased social welfare benefits to their citizens. The

growth of the welfare state revealed a new relationship between individuals

and the state, one in which the state assumed someresponsibility for basic

needs ofindividuals. Economichardtimeslater in the 20th century led to some
criticism and limitation of the welfare state.

Marshall Plan Stimulates Growth

The Marshall Plan was proposed in 1947 as a way to help Europe rebuild
its infrastructure and industry from the devastation of World War II. The

American Secretary of State, George C. Marshall, and others believed that

restoring economic stability in Europe would prevent communism from

becoming stronger in Europe and keep European countries from falling under
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Whencreating an effective argument, youneed to analyze your evidence—not

simply list it. You can apply the 4 C’s reasoning skills you’ve learned—

contextualization, comparison, causation, and continuity/change over

time—to explain evidence, determineits relative significance, and organize it

chronologically. You can also evaluate the reliability of documents.

In defending a claim, a good writer also acknowledges opposing ideas and

viewpoints—usually toward the end of the essay—and theneffectively argues

against them. Finally, the conclusion ofthe essay can provide a new viewpoint

that extends the thesis, possibly taking a look ahead at what came next in

history as a result of the events in the essay.

Whether you are writing the long-essay question (LEQ), a short answer, or a

document-based question (DBQ), your first goal is to articulate a defensible

claim. Your second is to make an argument forit.

For each prompt below, identify which statement summarizes the argument

that most directly addresses the prompt.

1. Analyze how post-World WarI conditions contributed to the rise of

fascist ideologies.

a. Fascism gained popularity because charismatic leaders exploited the

post-war bitterness many felt because ofhow they suffered during the

fighting and from the peacesettlement.

b. Post-World War I conditions contributed greatly to the rise of fascist

ideologies because leaders used propaganda andterrortactics to sway

their own people.

2. Explain the role the Great Depression played in Europeanpolitics in

the 1930s.

a, The Great Depression was caused by weaknesses in international trade

and monetary theories and practices.

b. The economic upheavalsofthe Great Depression undermined Western

European democracies and fomentedradicalpolitical responses.
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the influence of the Soviet Union. The plan offered $13 billion for economic
recovery programs. The Soviet Union and otherstates of Eastern Europe under
its influence, often called satellites, refused to participate in the Marshall Plan.

Western Europe Recovers For the countries ofWestern Europe, funds from
the United States under the Marshall Plan provided a strong stimulus for rapid
economic recovery and growth. The funds were used for the purchase of new
equipment and raw materials for construction projects and the revival of industry.
By 1950, European industry was producing 30 percent more than it had before
World WarII. The steel industry’s output was 70 percent higher than before the
war. This economic growth continued through the 1960s, aided, in part, by the
nations” economic cooperation in the Common Market,

The post-war economic recovery in Germany has often been referred to as
an “economic miracle.” West Germany was smaller than pre-war Germany, yet
by 1955 its gross national product (GNP),ortotal economic output, was higher
than pre-war GNP. Unemployment was low, and wages doubled between 1950
and 1965. In Italy, the economy recovered in a similar fashion. Italian growth
in producing automobiles, electrical appliances, and office machinery was an
example of the increasing importance ofconsumer goodsto the new economy.

Rise ofConsumerism As Europe's economy grew stronger, consumerism,
the theory that individuals should buy more goods in order to expand the
economy, grew in importance both economically and culturally. Being able to
buy more became a key sign ofupward mobility. The middle-class grew as large
numbers of people took jobs as supervisors, administrators, and technicians,
creating a larger market for consumer goods. At the same time, wages forall
workers increased so that working-class families were able to acquire some of
the trappings ofa middle-classlifestyle, such as televisions and homeappliances.
Buying on installment by making monthly payments for purchases allowed
more people to buy these expensive goods. Increase in automobile ownership
was the main indicatorofthe growth of consumerism. Between 1948 and 1960,
the numberof automobiles in Europe grew from 5 million to 45 million.
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Denmark 61,582 |

Italy 34,878
UnitedKingdom | 78,827 42514|
Portugal : u | 4,506 23,117 |

|Spain | 7,360 32,406

Countries now using the Euro | 10,809 40,089|

World | 3,697 10,634 
     

Data given in constant 2010 U.S. dollars.

Source: Adapted from the World Bank at data.worldbank.org
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Expansion of Social Welfare Programs

European economic growth gave governments funds to help provide welfare

benefits for their citizens. Although these programs were politically popular

when times were good, changing economic conditions led to contentious

political debates about social welfare in the late-20th century.

Creation of the Welfare State Even before the Marshall Plan was

introduced, Britain’s newly elected Labour Party government began

implementing a welfare state that provided a wide range of social benefits to

all citizens. In 1946, laws were passed to provide benefits for subsidized health

care, unemployment insurance, and old age pensions. Even conservative

governments expandedthe welfare system in the 1950s and early 1960s with a

programto build affordable housing.

The British system becamethe modelforother Europeanstates. In addition

to the benefits first introduced in Britain, European states in Western Europe

providedbenefits for children in the form ofdirect paymentsto familiesfor each

child. They also soughtto increase educational and employment opportunities

by creating more universities and providing free or low-costtuition.

These social programs required high taxes and high government

expenditures, which grew overtime. Average spending on social services grew

from about 17 percent of gross national productin 1967 to close to 50 percent

by the 1980s. Most people accepted the high taxes because they liked the

benefits that the programsprovided. The welfare state not only increased the

role of the governmentin people’slives but also showedthat the state wanted

to promotebetterlives forits citizens.

Challenges to the Welfare State Decades of economic growth in

Europe came to an end with recessions in 1973-1974 and 1979-1983. With

reconstruction after the war complete, jobs in the building trades declined. As

countries around the world experienced difficult economictimes, demand for

European goodsdeclined, which alsoledtojob losses. During such challenging

times, European governments beganto face difficult choices about continuing

the high level of spending on social welfare programs. For example,in 1982,

West Germany’s coalition governmentsplit apart over the question ofreducing

such spending.

When Margaret Thatcher became prime minister of Britain in 1979, she

vowedthat she would cuttaxes and limit social welfare programs. She did not

do away with basic health and welfare benefits but did make cuts in government

spendingin order to curb inflation. These spending cuts were seen as harmful

in the northern industrial parts of the country, where unemploymentincreased

as the governmentbeganto endits substantial subsidies to businesses. In her

second term, she battled the National Union of Mineworkers overthe closing

of20 coal mines that the governmentsaid were unproductive. Thestrike lasted

for a year, but in the end the miners returned to work with no concessions

being made. Probably Thatcher’s main legacy wasthe privatization of many

industries, often with mixedresults.
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The Soviet Bloc

Although Western European governments were actively involved in managing

their economies and even had national control over some industries, their

economies also maintained many aspects of free-market capitalism. The

situation was quite different in the Soviet bloc, nations of Eastern Europethat

were closely bound to the Soviet Union, which exerted tremendous control

overall aspects of life in the region. Albania and Yugoslavia were the only

countries of Eastern Europe that had communist governments but were
somewhatindependentof the Soviet Union. At times Soviet control was very

repressive. At other times,it included limited economic and social reforms.

Centrally Planned Economies

Soviet bloc countries all featured planned economies in which a central

committee ofthe Communist Party in Moscow determined what was produced,

how much wasproduced, and where it was produced andsold. Joseph Stalin’s
five-yearplans of the 1930s were prime examples ofplanned economies in the

Soviet Union. After World WarII, Stalin returned to these policies in order to

rebuild industry in the Soviet Union. Onceagain,the state’s plans focused on

the growth of heavy industry at the expense of working and living conditions

for ordinary people. Theseplansputlittle emphasis on consumer goods.Prices
were kept low, but food, medicine, and consumer goods were often in short

supply. Shoes and clothing were often ofpoor quality.

Credit: Getty Images

One ofthe most common symbols used
in the Soviet Union was the hammer,

representing industry, andthe sickle,
representing agriculture, Together, factory
workers and farmers were to build a
strong, prosperous country.

 

Credit: Getty Images
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Planned Economies in the Stalinist Era Communist leaders in the
Soviet bloc countries of Central and Eastern Europe followed Stalin’s model in

their own countries with similar five-year plans focused on heavy industry and

collectivized agriculture. The Soviet Union itself mandated certain features

of the economies in Soviet bloc countries. The Council of Mutual Economic

Assistance, COMECON(1941-1949), was set up first to combat the Marshall

Plan and then to assure that the economies of the Soviet Bloc benefited the
Soviet Union. For example, after the war, the Soviets confiscated factories,

railroad stock, and livestock in countries such as East Germany, Romania,

Poland, Bulgaria, and Hungary and shipped them to the Soviet Union. In

addition, each country was directed to focus on certain industries. One five-

year plan in Czechoslovakia, for example, focused on machine building,
chemicals, and metallurgy. The Soviet Union also mandated trade terms with

the satellite nations that forced the satellites to increase their trade with the

Soviet Union on termsthat benefited the Soviets more thanthesatellites.

Social Welfare Programs Aspart of these planned economies, the state

provided extensive social welfare programs, such as affordable housing and

health care. However, the quality of these social services was often poor and

the quantity insufficient. Affordable housing consisted of huge apartment

buildings that were generally poorly constructed and extremely crowded;
often more than one family shared a small apartment. However, people who

had experienced conditions before and during World WarII still saw these

conditions as an improvement. In the early yearsafter the Russian Revolution,

the Soviets improvedlife expectancy, but the health care system deteriorated

overtime as governmentsfailed to continue to make improvements to an aging

system.

The Soviets greatly improved education with special emphasis on science

and technology. Students attended free public schools that included Communist

indoctrination along with their studies. Students were educatedtofill the jobs

needed in the state-run industries. Generally only children of elite members of

the Communist Party had access to a university education.

Weaknesses of Planned Economies The Soviet’s centrally planned

economy achieved somerapidindustrial growth, but at great cost. Disruptions

in agriculture resulted in massive famines that killed millions in Ukraine and

central Asia. The governmentrestricted the freedoms of individual citizens,

givingpriority to what it decided was the goodofthe state. For example, people

often had a limited choice about where they could live or work. The system

was slow to respond to changes in technology and in demand for goods, so

it became less andless efficient. By World WarII, the Soviet economy was

beginning to stagnate.

Suppression of Dissent The Communists suppressed dissent by anyone

whodisagreed with their ideas andpolicies. The Communist Party soon became
the only political party allowed in Soviet bloc countries. Yet only a small

percentage of the population belonged to the party. All formsofintellectual
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expression in art, literature, and science had to conform to thestate’s political

goals. The Communists threatened to close any private organizations, such

as soccer or chess clubs, that they feared could be used to organize political

opposition to them. This level of suppression of dissent was reinforced by
state terror. Stalin made the recruitmentofsecret police a priority in planning

Communisttakeovers of the governments of Eastern Europe.

Limits on Travel The governments of the Soviet bloc also severely
limited freedom oftravel and emigration. A prime exampleofthis policy is the

construction of the Berlin Wall in 1961. As people in East Germany began to

experience the reality of the Soviet planned economy, many of them wanted

to emigrate to the West. Moving from East Berlin to West Berlin provided the

easiest access to West Germany andthe rest of Western Europe. An estimated

2.5 million people fled East Germany through Berlin between 1949 and 1961,
many of them skilled workers and professionals.

The East Germanleadersrealized that the loss of these individuals would

threaten their economy,so they built a barrier to prevent freedom ofmovement.

The original wall, built in August 1961, waslater strengthened into a 15-foot

high concrete barrier topped with barbed wire, monitored by armed guards,
and supplementedbyelectrified fences. The wall eventually stretched 28 miles

across the city of Berlin and 75 miles around West Berlin to create a barrier

betweenthe city and the Soviet state of East Germany in whichit waslocated.

Between 1961 and 1989, only about 5,000 people successfully fled East Berlin

bycrossing the wall.

Changes under Khrushchev

Stalin’s death in 1953 led to a struggle for leadership of the Communist Party

in the Soviet Union. By 1956, Nikita Khrushchev emerged as the supreme

leader. However, Khrushchevruledin a very different way from Stalin.

De-Stalinization Policies Khrushchev gave a speech at a closed

session of the 20th Party Congress in 1956 in which he denounced many of

Stalin’s most abusive practices, such as purges of his political enemies and

his oppressive leadership style. He then embarked on series of new policies

referred to as de-Stalinization. Underthese policies, Khrushchev eased some
political restrictions:

» allowing greater freedom of expression by artists and writers

> allowing people to read what they wanted

+ decreasing the power ofthe secret police

- releasing some political prisoners
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In addition, Khrushchev also revised some economicpolicies to make the

system moreflexible and more rewarding to average Soviets:

° shortening the work week to about 40 hours

giving workers more freedom to move from place to place

allowing certain people to change jobs

putting more resourcesinto producing consumergoods in order to

improve people’s standard of living

allowing more local decision-making about agriculture

embarking on a plan to grow corn and increase farming in the region

east ofthe Ural Mountains

However, these economic policies failed to meet their goals, and the Soviet

Union’s growth rate slowed dramatically between 1953 and 1964.

Revolts in Eastern Europe As part of his de-Stalinization policies,
Khrushchev agreed that the Soviet government in Moscow would give more

autonomy to the communist governments in Eastern Europe. In addition, he

eased travel and traderestrictions in Eastern Europe. However, the slowing-

down ofthe Soviet economyand people’s growing frustrations overrestrictions

of their individualrights led to a series of revolts in Eastern Europe.

 

 

 

   

Country | Leader Causes | Result

Poland, Wladyslaw + Workers staged protests. » Gomulka supported

1956 Gomulka * Poland rejected the Soviet the Soviet Union.
choicefor prime minister. + Poland remainedin

Hungary, Imre Nagy * Hungary wanted to
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communism.
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The Collapse of Communism

The Soviet Union remained one of the world’s two superpowers throughout

the 1970s and early 1980s. Under the leadership of Leonid Brezhnev (1906—

1982), the head of the Communist Party after Khrushchev’s forced retirement

in 1964, the Soviet Union retained hegemonic, or unified and dominant,
economic and political control over the countries of Eastern Europe in the

Soviet bloc. Brezhnev favored the status quo rather than experimentation or

reform. He advocated the Soviet Union’s right to use military force to hold off

threats to socialism in socialist countries. Intervention in Czechoslovakia in
1968 showsthis policy in action.

In the 1970s, tensions with the United States eased underthe policy of

détente. The Soviets and the Americans felt roughly equal in their nuclear
weaponsprograms. They and 33 other nations signed the Helsinki Accords in

1975 in which participating nations agreed to respect one another’s sovereign

equality and refrain from using force, among other nonbinding agreements.

As Brezhnev felt that Russia’s diplomatic relationships with the United States

had become morerelaxed, he allowed more access to Western popular culture.

There wasstill little tolerance for dissent. Communism seemedstrong, andits

rapid collapse in the late 1980s was surprising to many. Economic problems
were a major reason for this collapse.

The End of Soviet Control

Brezhnev continued to emphasize heavy industries in the Soviet economy. The

Soviets surpassed the United States in producing cement,coal, iron, andsteel,
but overall the economy slowed down. Weaknesses in the nature of planned

economies,including the huge bureaucracy needed to manage the economy,led

to inefficient use of resources and a lack of productivity. Also, Soviet workers

were guaranteed jobs, so they had noincentive to workhard orinnovate. Similar

problemsled to declines in agricultural productivity, which were worsened when

severe weather led to bad harvests in the mid-1970s. The Soviet Union was
forced to import grain from the United States in orderto feed its people.

After this long period of economic stagnation, by 1980 the Soviet Union

wasin serious trouble. Economic decline combined with a decline in overall

health, including increases in the rates of infant mortality and alcoholism, led

to a sense within the nation that the communist system wasstarting to fail. A

few reformers within the Communist Party wanted to address these problems
in a direct way after Brezhnev’s death in 1982. When older reformers soon

died, the younger Mikhail Gorbachev (b. 1931), who had grown up under

the rule of Khruschev, becamethe leader ofthe CommunistParty in the Soviet

Union in 1985.

Gorbachev’s Reforms Although the Soviet Union continuedto be strong

in technology related to space exploration and weapons, it fell behind the
United States in the development of computers and remained far behind in

the production of consumer goods. The Soviet people were aware that their
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standard of living had gotten worse. In 1986, Gorbachev spoke about the

need for changes in Soviet society. His program of reforms was built around

the idea of perestroika, or economic restructuring. He wanted to introduce

elements of a free-market economy to the Soviet Union, including some

private property. It was difficult to implementhis ideas as some people wanted

rapid and widespread change, and others wanted to introduce change more
slowly. Trying to implement change halfway wasnot successful, however.

Gorbachev realized he could not change the economy without changing

Soviet society. He then introduced the idea of glasnost, or openness. He

encouraged members of the Communist Party and ordinary people to discuss

openly what was working and what wasn’t working in the Soviet system. State
news media andartists presented information about problemsandprotests.

Glasnostalso led to changesin the political system. Dissidents were freed

from prison. Elections became competitive forthe first time as two candidates

were able to run instead ofonly one. In addition,political parties other than the

Communist Party becamelegal. The Soviet state was no longeridentified with

the Communist Party, and Gorbachev established the new position ofpresident
of the Soviet Union. This position became more powerful than that of general

secretary of the Communist Party. Gorbachev becamethefirst president in

March 1990.

The Soviet Union’s Collapse Gorbachev’s reforms had been designed to

make the Soviet system more flexible. However,these reforms had unexpected

effects that weakened the Soviet Union and ultimately led to its collapse. For

example, the Soviet Union was made up of 15 different republics, which
included 92nationalities and 112 languages recognized by the state. Whenthe

Communist Party wasstrongly in control, ethnic tensions were kept in check.

Under glasnost, ethnic groups began protesting examples of discrimination,

and violence often erupted. Many of these ethnic republics also began to

develop feelings ofnationalism and desired independence from Sovietcontrol.

These feelings were especially strong in Azerbaijan and Georgia between the
Black and Caspian seas; Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania on the Baltic Sea in the

northwest; landlocked Moldavia; and Uzbekistan in the southeast. Lithuania

declared its independence in March 1990.
Gorbachevtried to find a balance between conservative and liberal forces in

Soviet society. He created the new office ofpresident (which actually had more
power than the general secretary of the Communist Party), and Boris Yeltsin

waselected as the first president in June 1991. In August, conservative forces

attempted a coup by arresting Gorbachev. However, Yeltsin and thousands of

others resisted, and the coup was unsuccessful. Nonetheless, the republics’

push for independenceaccelerated. In December, Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus

declared that the Soviet Union no longerexisted.

Satellites Break Free Perestroika and glasnost had consequences within

the Soviet bloc as well as within the Soviet Unionitself. In 1989, Gorbachev
stated that the Soviet Union would no longerintervene with its military to

support communist governments in Soviet bloc countries as it had doneearlier
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in Hungary and Czechoslovakia. With the collapse of the Soviet Union, there

was an endto its ability to maintain hegemonic control over the satellite

countries of Eastern and Central Europe.
As change happened in the Soviet Unioninthe late 1980s,it also happened

throughout the Soviet bloc. In Poland, for example, severe economic problems
in the early 1980sledto the rise of Solidarity, a labor movementled by Lech

Walesa (b. 1943) that represented almost one-third of the Polish population.

This movementhad the support of the Catholic clergy and Pope John PaulII,

a Pole who becamethefirst non-Italian pope in hundreds of years when he

waselected in 1978. In 1981, the communist governmentarrested Walesa and

established military rule. However, economic problemscontinued to grow, and
workers demonstrated in large numbers in 1988.At that point the government

had to agree to free elections, which had not been held in Eastern Europe
since 1948. In 1990, Solidarity formed a new coalition government with Lech

Walesa aspresident.
The division between East and Westin Germany, symbolized and enforced

by the Berlin Wall, was one of the most visible examples of Soviet control in

Eastern Europe. East Germany’s extremely repressive communist government,

which madeuse of a feared secret police force, had ruled since 1971. In 1988,

severe economic problems and the repressive government motivated huge

numbers of people to leave East Germany. Demonstrations and the flight of

refugees from the country continued to grow throughout 1989. The communist
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In 2008, Czechsposted replicas ofposters andgraffiti first made in the 1968 protest against the Russian
invasion oftheir country. “Hanba” means “shame.”

Credit: Getty Images
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government could no longer function—even with a show of support from

Gorbachevin a visit to East Berlin in October 1989—andgavein to this popular

pressure. On November 9, 1989, the border to the West was opened, and the

Berlin Wall beganto fall. The Christian Democrats won thefree elections held

in March 1990 and favored rapid unification with West Germany. By October
1990, the reunification of Germany was complete.

New Nationalisms Rise in Central and Eastern Europe

Although there was a strong feeling of excitement throughout Central and

Eastern Europe after the revolutions of 1989 and the collapse of the Soviet

Union in 1991, change did not come easily. New nationalisms led to the
formation ofnew countries and governments that often had to deal with ethnic

tensions. In addition, the transition to free-market economies brought difficult

changesas peopletried to adjust to a new wayoflife. Outcomes varied from

country to country.

Peaceful Revolutions Most of the revolutions in the Soviet satellites in

1989 were peaceful. For example, even under communist rulers, Hungary

had gradually instituted economic reformssince its attempt to break with the
Soviet Union in 1956, The country wasstill affected by the economic problems

common to Eastern Europe in the 1980s, and opposition to the communist

government grew. When elections were held in March 1990, a coalition

government was formed and committed to a democratic government andfree-
market economy.
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Czechoslovakia’s government had been less reform-minded than

Hungary’s, and opponentshadlittle success in challenging the Communists

until 1988-1989. At that time, demonstrationsofup to 500,000 people showed

that the governmenthadlittle support. The dissident playwright Vaclav Havel

was appointed president in December 1989 and becamea strong advocate for

democracy. Czechoslovakia was able to peacefully resolve ethnic differences
between Czechs and Slovaks. In 1993, two new countries were formed: the

Czech Republic and Slovakia.

Warin the Balkans The death of Marshall Tito eventually resulted in
the collapse of the country of Yugoslavia, which had been created during the

peace process after World War I. (See Chapter 19 for more information on

the creation of Yugoslavia.) Tito had ruled Yugoslavia with aniron fist since

taking power after WWII, keeping the many ethnic andnational groupsat bay.

Although a communist country, Yugoslavia under Tito had always followed

a policy of nonalignment, refusing to follow Soviet doctrine. After his death,
separatist groups on the Balkan Peninsula wanted to establish the independent

tepublics of Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Macedonia. The

extreme Serbian nationalist and communist leader Slobadan MiloSevié

opposed them in the nameofprotecting Serb minorities within those republics.

Under Miloëevié’s leadership, the Serbian army attacked Croatia and
Bosnia-Herzegovina, brutally taking control of large tracts of territory and

carrying out genocide, or ethnic cleansing, against Bosnian Muslims who

were massacred by Bosnian Serb forces. The warfinally ended with a peace

agreement in 1995 that resulted in new boundaries being drawn.
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Another war broke out in the Balkans in 1998 with a fight over the

independentstatus of Kosovo, a province in the southern part of Serbia. Brutal

clashes occurred between MiloSevic’s Serbian forces and ethnic Albanians

who formedthe majority ofKosovo’s population. The Serbscarried out ethnic

cleansing against the ethnic Albanians. The United Nations made Kosovo a
protectorate in 1999; Kosovo declared its independence from Serbia in 2008.

Political Instability When the Soviet Union ceased to exist in 1991,

11 of the 15 republics became part of a loose confederation called the
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and

Georgia refused to becomepart of the CIS. The ethnic issues and nationalist

sentiments that had led to calls for independence under glasnost continued to

causepolitical instability in someofthe former Soviet republics. For example,

ethnic tensions led to armed clashes within Georgia and between Georgia and
Russia over regions that wanted independence from Georgia.

The largest of the former Soviet republics, Russia, also faced political

instability and ethnic conflicts after the dissolution of the Soviet Union.

President Boris Yeltsin faced challenges in making the transition to a free-

market economy. When the government no longer controlled prices, severe
inflation occurred, and the standard of living declined. Oligarchs, a small

group of wealthy Russians (many of whom were former Communist Party

officials), gained control of manyofthe nation’s businesses.

In addition, many Communist Party members had become members of

Russian parliament and, along with nationalists, they often opposed Yeltsin’s

policies even when the majority of the people favored them. Demonstrations
and clashes with groups who opposed Yeltsin were frequent throughout his

presidency in the 1990s. Yeltsin’s use of force against rebels in Chechnya,

which wanted independence from Russia, also contributed to political

instability within Russia.

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES: WHY DID THE COLD WAR END?

The rapid end of the Cold War surprised many analysts in Europe and the

United States. They had not realized how internally weak the Soviet Union

was. Historians have tried to identify the underlying reasonsfor this weakness

and whythe reaction was to accept radical change withoutviolence.

Pressure from Citizens American historian Robert J. McMahon, who

specialized in the study of foreign policy, noted that President Ronald Reagan

faced foreign criticism for his policies. In 1980, 2.5 million West Germans

signed the “Krefeld Appeal” in whichthey stated, “Atomic death threatens us

all—no atomic weapons in Europe.” Throughoutthe early 1980s Europeans

demonstrated against American nuclearproliferation.

David Cortright, an American historian and political scientist, noted the role

of domesticpolitics. In 1993, he published Peace Works: The Citizen s Rolein
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Ending the Cold War. He arguedthat a variety ofcitizen groups, from scientific

to religious, successfully put pressure on U.S. President Ronald Reaganto end

nuclear proliferation and the Cold War. For example, in 1983, the Catholic

bishops of the United States stated that Reagan’s nuclearpolicy was immoral,

That same year, ABCaired a show entitled “The Day After,” demonstrating

the impact of a nuclear attack in Kansas—100 million American casualties.

According to Cortright, “the combination of domestic and foreign opposition

forced the Reagan administration to pursue a more peaceful relationship with

the Soviet Union that did not involve fear of nuclearattack.”

Credit to Reagan Unlike McMahonand Cortright, American historian John

Lewis Gaddis gave Reagan morecredit for his willingness to question the

need for the Cold War. Most politicians and diplomats at the time accepted

a bipolar world as status quo. However, Reagan asked if the Cold War was

necessary and what it might take to end it. While otherscriticized Reagan’s

role in prolonging the Cold War by accelerating nuclear spending, Gaddis

described Reagan as a nuclearabolitionist who, in order to abolish nuclear

weapons, needed a Soviet leader willing to negotiate. When Gorbachev

showed willingness, Reagan responded.

Gorbachev Lost the Cold War Vladislav M. Zubok, an expert on Soviet

leadership, argued that Leonid Brezhnevfailed to improvethe lives of Soviets
enough to make communism appealing in the Eastern Bloc. This meantthat

Eastern Europeanssaw the Soviets as dominating rather than protecting them.

Brezhnev’sfailure illustrated the weaknessesofthe Soviet system. Gorbachev

hopedto stabilize the Soviet system without the use of force by openingthe

USSRandits satellites ideologically and diplomatically to the West. However,
when Gorbachev agreed to reducethe nuclear tension with the United States,

he gaveup his only leverageto unite the communist world. Zubok argued that

this failure meant Gorbachev ended the Cold Warbylosingit.

KEY TERMS BY THEME

Governance

Marshall Plan

satellite

Margaret Thatcher

Soviet bloc

Berlin Wall

Nikita Khrushchev

de-Stalinization

Leonid Brezhnev

hegemonic

détente

Mikhail Gorbachev

glasnost

Boris Yeltsin

Solidarity

Czech Republic

Yugoslavia

Bosnia-Herzegovina

Bosnian Muslims

Kosovo

Chechnya

Identity

ethnic cleansing

ethnic Albanians

Economics

consumerism

welfare state

planned economy

perestroika
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

Questions 1-3 refer to the passage below.

“The world situationis very serious . . . . In considering the requirements for

the rehabilitation of Europe the physical loss oflife, the visible destruction

of cities, factories, mines and railroads wascorrectly estimated, but . . . this

visible destruction was probably less serious than the dislocation of the

entire fabric of European economy. .. . [T]he rehabilitation of the economic

organization of Europe quite evidently will require a much longer time and

greater effort than had been foreseen. . .

The truth of the matter is that Europe’s requirements for the next three or

four years of foreign food and other essential products—principally from

America—are so muchgreater thanher present ability to pay that she must

have substantial additional help, or face economic, social and political

deterioration of a very grave character... .

It is logical that the United States should do whateverit is able to doto assist in

the return of normal economichealth in the world, without which there can be no

politicalstability and no assured peace. . . . Any assistance that this Government

may renderin the future should provide a cure rather than a merepalliative.”

George C. Marshall, speech at Harvard University, 1947

1. The excerpt abovereflects a policy that was responsible for

a) expanding U.S. influence in South America

b) financing of an extensive program of reconstruction in Europe

c) overthrowing communist governments in Eastern Europe

d) creating a new economic system

2. Which best describes the context in which Marshall gave this speech?

a) The developmentof atomic weapons had caused so much fear among

Europeansthat countries were unwilling to work together.

b) The Berlin Blockade had stopped the movementof essential goods

throughout Europe.

c) World WarII had devastated the economies of muchofEurope.

d) A drought in 1946 had resulted in the spread of starvation in Europe.

3. Which European country viewedthe policies described in the speech

aboveas a threatto its economicandpolitical status?

a) Germany

b) France

c) Great Britain

d) The Soviet Union
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Questions 4—5 refer to the photograph below.

 

The graveyard at Srebrenica includes more than 6,000 Bosnian Muslims who were massacred in
July 1995,

Credit: Getty Images

4. Which challenge in maintaining a government does the photo above
reflect?

a) Thedangeroffamine from inefficientuse of agricultural resources

b) The violence that could occur in multi-ethnic regions

c) The risks faced by countries that did not align with the Soviet Union

d) The consequences of emphasizing rapid industrial development

5. Which best describes the context that contributed to the events
reflected in the photo above?

a) The power vacuumleft by the death of Josip Broz (Tito)

b) The Soviet attemptto increaseits influence in the Balkans

c) The Greek fear of a Muslim takeover

d) The Czechoslovakian withdrawal from communistcontrol
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Questions 6-8 refer to the passage below.

“The Director of Central Intelligence [Allen Dulles] . . . said that the Soviet

repression in Hungary had beenruthless and brutalto the last degree [adding]

.. . the Soviet admission that they had now 200,000 troops deployed in

Hungary....

Mr. Dulles . . . describe[d] the European reaction to what the Soviets had

done in Hungary, concluding that these Soviet actions had reduced Soviet

prestige in Western Europeto its lowest point in many years. He ended with

the prediction that the rebellion in Hungary would be extinguished in a matter

of days, if not of hours. Nevertheless, the Soviets would be faced with a

problem in Hungary for many, many years to come. In turn, the situation

presents the United States with the problem of what more we can do....

The Presidentalso cited [Soviet] Premier Bulganin’s message to him received

this morning, in which Bulganin stated in effect that what was going on in

Hungary was none of the business of the United States ....

Mr. Dulles replied that not very much in the way of unfavorable reaction

had occurred in Asia... . [F.B.I. Secretary J. Edgar Hoover stated that] if

the British and French had notat this particular time decided to move into

Suez, things would not have happened asthey did in Hungary.If the British

and French had stayed out of Egypt and the Soviets had nevertheless moved

against Hungary, they would have been ruined in the eyes of world public

opinion. Secretary Hoover doubted if they would under the circumstances

have dared to move against Hungary.”

Memorandumof Discussion at the 303rd Meetingofthe

National Security Council, Washington, November 8, 1956

6. The events in Hungaryreferred to in this source were caused most

immediately by whichof the following?

a) A US. confrontation with the Soviet Union over Cuba

b) Outbreak of war between Egypt and Israel

c) The ascension to powerof Imre Nagy who wantedto end Soviet

domination

d) Western European challenges to Soviet control of East Berlin

7. The actions by the Hungariansthat the Soviets were responding to were

encouraged by

a) the French response to an Algerian revolt

b) the discussion of a French-British alliance

c) the U.S. responseto a Polish uprising

d) the speech by Khrushchev denouncing Stalinism
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8. The Soviet actions in Hungary as described in this excerpt were most

like the actions of countries following which concept?

a) nationalism

b) imperialism

c) self-determination

d) decolonization

SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. Use the following excerpt to answer all parts of the question that follows.

“The Hungarian Revolution of 1956 is one of the great historical events

of the twentieth century. It was an unplanned, leaderless, spontaneous

explosion brought on by a confluence of fateful errors. In late October and

early Novemberof 1956 the world’s attention was riveted on the uprising in

Budapest and the revolution which quickly enveloped the whole country;

even more so whenit wasall brutally crushed by the Soviet Union in what

seemed like just a few days.”

J. P. Matthews, Explosion (2007)

a) Describe ONE other event from Eastern Europe that wassimilar to

the actions of Hungary or the Soviet Union described in the passage.

b) Describe ONEevent from outside Eastern Europe that was similar to

the actions of Hungary or the Soviet Union described in the passage.

c) Explain ONEreaction from the Soviet Union or a Warsaw Pact

memberthat hada result different from the one described.

2. Answerall parts of the question that follows.

a) Briefly describe ONE continuity in Communist Party control of the

Soviet Union from 1956 to 1991.

b) Briefly describe ONE change in Communist Party control of the

Soviet Union from 1956 to 1991.

c) Explain ONEreasonfor the changeidentified in partb.

LONG ESSAY QUESTIONS

1. To what extent were the political experience between Eastern and

Western Europe similar between 1945 and 1992?

2. Evaluate the extent of changes that occurred in Eastern Europeafter

1992.
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REFLECT ON THE CHAPTER ESSENTIAL QUESTION

1. In one to three paragraphs, explain how economic growth andpolitical

conflict influenced Europein the secondhalf ofthe 20th century.

WRITE AS A HISTORIAN: ORGANIZE AN ESSAY

Whenwriting an essay answeringa historical question, analyze the sources and

use your knowledge oftheir context to explain big ideas and create defensible

arguments. Organize your thoughts so they are clear to the reader.

Thefollowing questions are based on this prompt: Analyze howthe Cold War

both maintained continuity andfostered change inthe relationship between

Europe andthe rest ofthe world.

1. Which statementis the better thesis statement?

a, During the Cold Warstruggle between the United States and the

USSR.European countries used their wealth to continue exerting their

powerin international affairs even as they developed new waysto

work together through internationalinstitutions.

b. Although somehistorians see the Cold War as anideological fight

only between the two superpowers, it also sustained established pat-

terns in Europeantraditions of dealing with other countries.

2. Select the three ideas that could best be the basis of topic sentences.

a, An examination of new Cold Waralliances and how they compared to

alliances and military build-ups leading to both world wars

b. An explanation of how the Cold War divided Europe into opposing

factions, noting how economicdifferences shaped foreign policies

c. Asurvey of America’s political climate during the Cold War, including

the McCarthy hearings and spy scandals

d. An analysis of how European countries continued to have close rela-

tionships with lands they had once colonized

e. A review ofthe events leading up to the construction of the Berlin

Wall andto its destruction.

3. Whichreasoningskill does this prompt focus on?

4. If you were to explain how World WarI,the rise of communism, and

World WarII laid the groundwork for the Cold War, which reasoning

skills would you be using?
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