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1.  * “Adult underwriting is the corrected version of the child’s writing, but 

as Eileen Feldgus would say, it’s done “in a praise mode.”  I recommend 

writing the adult version at the bottom of the page below the full version 

the child’s writing as opposed to writing the adult version directly under 

each child’s word, to keep the integrity of the child’s version intact.  Adult 

underwriting is not a “correction” of the child’s piece by a readable adult 

version appearing on the page with the child’s writing…” 
 

J.R. Gentry:  Breaking the Code: The New Science of 
Beginning Reading and Writing.   

 

2. Sound isolation – Asking a child to listen and repeat sounds at certain 

places in a word. (What does elephant begin with?) 

 

3. Sound substitution – Asking a child to change a sound part in word with a 

new sound and repeat the result. (change the /h/ in hit to /p/ what do you 

get?) 

 

4. Sound segmentation – Asking a child to break apart the sounds in a word. 

(hat = /h/ /a/ /t/) 

 

5. Sound deletion – Asking a child to take off a certain sound in a word and 

repeat the result. (Say stop without the /st/, what do you get?  Say stop 

without the op, what do you get?) 

 

6. Sound boxes (Elkonin boxes) – horizontal boxes that represent every 

sound made in each word. The child is taught to push markers into each of 

the compartments as they say the word slowly.  This is repeated until the 

child feels comfortable to write the letters for each sound in the box.  

 

7. Hand spelling – Start by saying the word with a balled up fist (stop).  Then 

say the onset while putting up your thumb (/st/).  Now say the rest of the 

word, which is the rime, and extend the hand into a handshake position 

(/op/). Say the whole word again by pulling your hand back into a fist, 

symbolizing the onset and rime word parts going back into the whole word. 
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