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SKILL PRODUCT NAME AND PROMPT SCORING GUIDE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES

PRE-READING: BUILDING BACKGROUND
KNOWLEDGE:  Ability to build background
knowledge by viewing and analyzing artistic
portrayals of the historic event being studied.

PREVIEWING A HISTORIC EVENT
WITH PICTURES
Look at and think about each picture.
 Answer the questions to help you
analyze what you are seeing.

Meets expectations if
student:

Describes what is
illustrated in each picture.
Infers the event depicted,
it's importance, and the
point of view of the
illustrator (not necessarily
correctly).

Note: This MT is part of a module on the Boston Massacre.  However, the MT's
basic structure can be applied a a number of historical events.  The MT is most
powerful when the pictures depict the same historical event in dramatically different
ways.  However, using pictures to build background knowledge on any historical
event is valuable, even when the Point of View element is absent.  Also this MT
assumes that students have experience with making inferences and
analyzing pictures, and have received earlier explicit instruction around these skills.

Preparation:

Make high quality (ideally color copies) of each picture.
Put one copy of each picture in a manilla folder.
Arrange students in groups of four groups of 5-6

Mini task:

Explain to students that they will look at four depictions of the Boston Massacre
and answer the questions that accompany each one on the graphic organizer.
 Emphasize the importance of viewing each picture carefully, the way a
detective does.  
Give each student a handout.  Draw attention to the questions on point of view
in which students try to guess the point of view of each of the illustrators of these
pictures.  Explain to them what this means (who's side is the illustrator on?).  
Students may also need help differentiating between the British army and the
patriots.  You might consider pre-teaching this.
Give each group a manilla folder to begin with.  
Provide students five minutes to view their picture.  Groups should silently
observe the picture, quietly write down their initial thoughts, then discuss the
picture with their group.  Students may add to their organizer after the group
discussion.
After 5 minutes, groups rotate pictures until they have seen all four and
completed the graphic organizer.  If students feel like they are "done" before 5
minutes are up, ask them to keep looking at it and see if they can find more
specific details in graphic.
Close with a class discussion about the pictures.  Ask the students: What are
some differences in the pictures?  What questions do you still have about this
event?  
If students haven't figured out these pictures are all depicting the Boston
Massacre, reveal this fact now.  Tell students we will be learning more about it
through reading articles from the Patriot and Loyalist points of view.

GRADE

4 - 12
DISCIPLINE

 Social Studies
COURSE

Any
PACING

 50min

LDC Mini-task

LDC CoreTools  1 of 2  https://s.ldc.org/u/7g3q62q9smne1xacrbyvkbtd6



Standards:

CCR.R.9 :  Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

Additional Attachments:

 boston massacre images.pdf

 Picture analysis.docx

 Picture analysis example page 1.jpg

 picture analysis example page 2.jpg

by Kathleen S. Manning

Adapted from "Previewing a Historic Event with Pictures" by Kim J. Offerman
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