
7th Grade Summer Reading 2017-2018 

BOOK CHOICES 
● You will choose any two books (of 50 

pages or more) that you want to read.  
 

● The books must be within 2 grade 
levels (below or above) the reading 
level you achieved at the end of your 
6th grade year. (If your reading level is 
already at a high school level, choose books that 
are at or above the 7th grade reading level.)  

ASSIGNMENTS 
Choose one reader response writing for each 
book you read.  
 
At the beginning of school, you will have read 2 
books of your choice over the summer and be 
ready to turn in 2 writings from the choices 
listed below - one for each book that you read.  

Directions: Below are several reader-response strategies.  Select one or "mix and match" the strategies for 
each book.  Do not merely summarize.  Instead think about the text, take risks by sharing your own 
thoughts, and enjoy the freedom of writing in your own voice. You may find it easiest to keep your responses 
on notebook paper.  

The title of your book and the author are your heading at the top of each paper 

Final Submissions should be a minimum of 1 full page written response for EACH book you read. This 
may be handwritten or typed. If typed, it should be double spaced and size 12 font. 

React/Identify  Fiction: React to or identify with a character's choice.  What would you have 
done differently?  When has something similar happened to you?  Register those 
strong feelings!  Recall similar moments in films, other books, or your actual life. 

Nonfiction: React to or identify with the subject of your book.  What would you 
have covered differently if you had written the book?  Do you  have any 
experiences with your topic?  Register those strong feelings!  Recall similar 
information from  films, other books, or your actual life. 

Reflect Fiction: Contemplate (think) on what you've read and imagine alternatives to 
events in the book or the ending.  Consider how what happened affected the 
characters and/or the ending.  Identify significant moments in the book and 
suggest how these moments matter or could have been different. 

Nonfiction: Contemplate (think) on what you've read and learned about your 
topic.  Consider what the author is attempting to show/tell you.  Identify significant 
information or topics in the book and suggest how these facts matter to you or the 
others. 

Free Writing  Fiction:  What does the reading make you think about? Write whatever comes to 
mind!  This is not a summary of the book. When you are finished reading your 
book, write about it. Write what your thoughts are; what you were shocked by; 
what made you feel a certain way; what you liked or connected with;  or what you 
didn’t like.  

Nonfiction: What does the reading make you think about? Write whatever 
comes to mind!  This is not a summary of the book. When you are finished 
reading your book, write about it. Write what your thoughts are; what you were 



shocked by; what made you think/feel a certain way; what you liked or connected 
with;  or what you didn’t like.  

Novel #1 Title - 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Choice - 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Writing Rubric  

 5 3 1 

Writing  Writing is confident and 
clearly focused. It holds the 
reader’s attention. Relevant 
details enrich writing. 

Writing does not clearly 
communicate knowledge. 
The reader is left with 
questions. 

Writing is extremely limited 
in communicating 
knowledge, with no central 
theme. 

Organization Writing flows and is 
organized in a logical 
manner. 

Some of the writing is not 
connected. The writing flow 
is interrupted.  

Writing is confusing. Much of 
the writing is not connected.  

Conventions Uses consistent agreement 
between parts of speech. 
Little to no errors in 
mechanics. Effective use of 
spelling strategies.  

Occasional errors between 
parts of speech. Frequent 
errors in mechanics. Some 
evidence of spelling 
strategies.  

Parts of speech show lack of 
agreement. Numerous errors 
in mechanics. Little or no 
evidence of spelling 
strategies.  

Requirements Entire page neatly written for 
the required elements. 
Writing reflects effort and 
thought.  

Not quite an entire page is 
written for the required 
elements. Writing is 
adequate to meet the 
assignment.  

Half or less of the entire page 
is written for the required 
elements. Writing lacks effort 
and thought.  

 
 
Novel #2 Title - 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Choice - 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Writing Rubric  

 5 3 1 

Writing  Writing is confident and 
clearly focused. It holds the 
reader’s attention. Relevant 
details enrich writing. 

Writing does not clearly 
communicate knowledge. 
The reader is left with 
questions. 

Writing is extremely limited 
in communicating 
knowledge, with no central 
theme. 

Organization Writing flows and is 
organized in a logical 
manner. 

Some of the writing is not 
connected. The writing flow 
is interrupted.  

Writing is confusing. Much of 
the writing is not connected.  



Conventions Uses consistent agreement 
between parts of speech. 
Little to no errors in 
mechanics. Effective use of 
spelling strategies.  

Occasional errors between 
parts of speech. Frequent 
errors in mechanics. Some 
evidence of spelling 
strategies.  

Parts of speech show lack of 
agreement. Numerous errors 
in mechanics. Little or no 
evidence of spelling 
strategies.  

Requirements Entire page neatly written for 
the required elements. 
Writing reflects effort and 
thought.  

Not quite an entire page is 
written for the required 
elements. Writing is 
adequate to meet the 
assignment.  

Half or less of the entire page 
is written for the required 
elements. Writing lacks effort 
and thought.  

 


