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Read-aloud fayorites

lThe

Princess in Blach
(Shqnnon Hale and Dean Hale)
Princess Magnolia has a secret. When
monsters appear, she becomes a superhero. But hiding her identity is tough,
especially with Duchess Wigtower

snooping around. The lirst book in the
Princess in Black series. (Also available

in Spanish.)

lThere\

No Plqce Lihe Space! All
About Our Solar System (Tish Rabe)
Dr. Seuss's Cat in the Hat stars in this

to planet to explore our solar system.

I Drayn Together (Minh Le)
A little boy and his grandfather speak
different languages, eat dilferent
foods, and prefer different TV shows.
But when they
discover that
they both like
to draw, they
find a way to
connect and
communlcate.
This sweet tale is told almost entirely
through pictures.

lBat

Cowrt: A Citizen Sciqtce
Story (AnnaForuester)
Facs about bats, conservation, and
citizen science are woven into this
story WhenJojos family notices rhe
bats around their home are disappearing, she and her family volunreer

Tap into urhat your Ghild knows
Everything your youngster does, sees, or reads ges
filed away in his memory as
b ach ground hnow le d,ge. Her e
are ways to help him use
and build on this inflormation to understand what
he reads.

Jog his memory
Before you read,
ask your child what he
knows about the books

topic. This ges his brain
ready to take in new information. For a nonfiction
book on bees, he may say the
insects buzz and sometimes sting. Idea:
Suggest that he draw bees on a sheet o[
paper and write and illustrate a fact on
'each bee. Aflter you read, he can add
more bees with things he learned.

Pair outings with books
A trip to a craft store or the dentist
can fill your youngster's tank of knowledge. Read library books related to
upcoming outings, and discuss what

you might see (pouery hygienist). When
you get home, reread the book. It may
be more meaningful now that he has

Let your child teachyou something. By writing
instructions for you, she will share her expertise
and practice informational writing.
First, she could choose something
shes good at, such as making s'mores or
drawing animals. Have her list each step
in the process. Her first step might be "For

o[ chocolate, and
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! know that!
Help your child draw a stop sign on
paper, cut it out, and glue it on a craft
stick. Keep the sign nearby when you
read. Each time he hears something
familiar, he can hold up the stop sign.
Stop reading to let him share what he
knows. ("We have a pet hermit crab at
school. When he outgrows his shell,
he crawls into a new one.")?

each s'more, get 2 graham crackers,

O

real-life experience. ("That's right, the
hygienist cleans your teeth beflore the
dentist checks them.")

I

I

square

marshmallow."
Now follow your youngster's instructions exactly. Can you complete the task?
I[ not, ask her what's missing. ("oops, you need ro toasr the marshmallow before
you put it between the graham crackers.")?
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instance, "Mashed potatoes
are so creamy. With Mom's
grarry', they're just dreamy."
Now she can combine everyone's lines into one poem and
make a copy to put beside
each guest's plate.

poetry
with these family

writing activities that will make
Thanksgiving even more special!

Esl d thanls. Let your youngster hand out index cards and
ask guests to write what they're
thank[ul [or. Then, your child

Rhyming menu. Whats for Thanksgiving dinner? Help your child write
the name o[ each food (turkey, green
beans, sweet potatoes) on a separate
slip of paper. After she puts the slips in a bowl, have each
family member draw one and write two rhyrning lines of

times sends home boohs that seem too easy
Jor him. Why is this?

@ftre

books your child brings home

are probably at his independent reading

Ievel-easy enough flor him to read all
by himself without getting frusrrated.
Its likely that he reads more challenging books in
school. Those
books, at his
insnucfiona,l
reading level,
are ones he
can read and

understand

with

a liule help
from his teacher.
Also, keep in mind that reading
involves more than just recognizing

words. Your son needs books that build
cornprehension skills, too. For example,
say he's leaming to infeq or read between
the lines. The teacher might assign a book
that appears easy but actually requires
deeper thinking to really get the meaning.
lf you still have concems, talk to the
teacher. She'll be able to explain your
son's reading level and how she decides
which books to send home.?
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poetry about the [ood. For

Thanksgiving
Everyone's a poet

.

can collect the cards and write alist poem-by listing the
ideas and adding descriptive words. Invite her to read it to
everyone before you eat. Example:
We're thanhJulJor

i@

LovingJamily
Yummy food

Goodhealth
Cute pets

That\ what we're thanhfulJorll

Books for life's lessons
My daughter Sophia was jealous of
her new baby brother from the day we came home
from the hospital. When I talked to our pediatrician,
he recommended several books to read to her,
including The New Baby by Mercer Mayer and
I Am aBigSisterby CarolineJayne Church.
Sophia loved the books. After we read
them a few times, I caught her reading one
aloud to the baby I realized that not only
was she getting in some reading practice,
she was also bonding with her little brother.
Sophia is sometimes still jealous o[ all the artention
her brother needs. But shes enjoying reading about characters she can relate to. And I'm happy I've discovered that
reading is one way to help my daughter handle challenges she [aces.?

Name games
When does n-a-m-e
spell fun? When your
youngster uses names
to practice spelling. Together, list the
names o[ everyone in your home (pets,
too!), and play these games.

Padt and spell
Let your child choose any
name from the list and
write each letter on a
separate square o[ masking tape. Now he can
stick each square on the
roo[ o[ a separate toy car

and drive the cars around to scramble
the letters. Then, ask him to "park" the
cars in order to spell the name. Hint: He
could refler to the list if he needs help.

Dray and guess
Take turns secretly picking a name and

drawing

a picture o[something
that starts with each letter.
'For Paul, you could draw
a pickle, an apple, an
umbrella, and a lion.
Can your youngster
fligure out the name
you chose??

