
Box Lid Maze 
A box lid maze is a 3D maze that is made inside the lid of a box using straws 
as the walls and a small bead or ball. The aim of the game is to get the ball 
from a starting position to a finish while avoiding obstacles and dead ends! 

If you don’t have these supplies, mazes can be created in a variety of other 
ways.  Consider using legos, furniture, or other items to create a maze.   

MATERIALS YOU WILL NEED 
• Box lid 
• Decorative paper/coloured construction paper 
• Clear tape 
• Straws (plastic or paper) 
• Pencil crayons or markers 
• A small bead or ball 
• Optional: Other decorative items and beautiful junk 

HOW TO MAKE A BOX LID MAZE 
First, have your child pick a theme idea for the maze. It could be based on 
a favorite book, TV show, or just a topic of interest.  

Next, cover the bottom of the box with colored paper that fits the theme. 
Find a small bead or ball to roll through the maze. (Ex. use starry 
scrapbooking paper for a space theme. And a little bead became the 
“rocket” that has to find it’s way across the universe!) 

Now, decide on a starting point for the maze. Line the entry with straws. 
Tape them down pressing the tape close to each side of the straw. 

Prompt your child to create several pathways for the bead to travel using 
the straws and have your child add obstacles to some of those pathways.  
Straws can easily be cut into different lengths to create maze pathways. 
Bendy straws are great for making corners easily! 



Prompt your child to create some dead ends to make the maze more 
difficult.  Consider adding some traps where the ball gets caught or stuck 
or drops out of the maze and must start again.   

Try adding some fun obstacles like ramps or tunnels using paper towel 
rolls.  You can just use a piece of a paper towel roll and tape it sideways for 
a ramp.  Paper rolls also work great for creating little tunnels.   

Having a theme makes it easy to come up with obstacle ideas.  (Beautiful 
junk pieces like rocks and S hooks can become a “space junk” obstacle once 
glued down.)  

Let your kids be creative with their maze – they’ll come up with all kinds of 
great ideas to make their maze fun and challenging! 

The final destination to win the maze game should be marked somewhere. 

Add finishing touches to the maze with markers, beautiful junk or small 
themed toys.   



 


